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EDITORIAL
Association of Builders and Developers of Pakistan (ABAD) having 

the prime objective of unifying its members with allied indus-
tries and the clients on one platform for collective good and 

streamlining their activities. For this, like previous year ABAD organized 
the fourth mega event, ABAD International Expo 2017 which was held 
from 12th to 14th August, 2017 at Karachi Expo Centre. The event 
promised to be most dynamic exhibiting a large number of builders 
and developers, remodelers, building materials, sales and marketing 
professionals, architects and other building industry professionals. The 
ABAD Expo is the sole initiative of the Association of Builders and De-
velopers of Pakistan (ABAD). The Expo was inaugurated by Governor 
Sindh Mr. Muhammad Zubair, Chief Minister Sindh Syed Murad Ali Shah 
and Speaker Sindh Assembly Mr. Agha Siraj Khan Durrani. In addition 

to them different Ministers and Dignitaries were also present on the occasion.    

The three days long International Expo was unexpected for both the organizers and the par-
ticipants under the prevailing circumstances and scenario of the whole country but a large 
number of citizens turned out and visited the exhibition. The stall holders, particularly the build-
ers and developers; were expecting that like previous experience the public turnout shall be 
good and then their expectations proved right and it became very fruitful for almost all the 
stall holders. More or less everyone booked flats, plots, bungalows, shops and units and as well 
booking and purchase of construction material received heavy responses that gave them 
confidence and they could achieve maximum results out of it.

The event hosted two seminars and a workshop-for the university students, to educate the 
delegates, guests, visitors and especially students from engineering universities regarding the 
need and importance of housing and construction in the country. Themes of the seminars 
were Affordable Housing in Pakistan Opportunities and Challenges and Role of professional in 
Construction Industry. A number of professionals spoke at the seminars and discussed leading 
issues of the country’s construction industry.

A number of Government Dignitaries also visited the Expo and appreciated ABAD efforts to 
boost Pakistan economy. In the exhibition, around 23 international building and construction 
companies from all over the world have participated with more than 150 local builders and 
developers and construction companies set up their stalls. It also recorded that more than 25 
foreign delegations visited the exhibition on different time slots.

ABAD intends to organize such events and programs through its platform that contributed in the 
development of construction industry as well as in the awareness of general public and these 
things also help in the eradication of unethical business practices from construction industry.

Engr. Zaheer Qadri
Convener

Shelter and Publication Sub-Committee
Managing Director, Usman & Company
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A brief about

ASSOCIATION OF BUILDERS AND DEVELOPERS OF PAKISTAN (ABAD) is a national level representative organization of Build-
ers and Developers, registered under the Companies Ordinance, 1984 with Registration No. KARACHI No. 4967 of 1977-78 
and licensed under Trade Organizations Ordinance, 2007 and it’s affiliated with the Federation of Pakistan Chamber of 
commerce and Industry (FPCCI). It was formed in the year 1972 with the aim and objective of unifying and streamlining 
the construction activities of private sector.

The principal aims and objectives of ABAD include.

• Unifying builders and developers for their collective good.
• Promoting housing industry in the country.
• Providing assistance to the Government in formulating its housing policies and plans.
• Coordinating between ABAD members, the Government and other agencies.
• Dealing with problems faced by its members in the execution of their projects.
• Organized research.
• Awareness and training program to promote the science and art of building.
• Working actively for eradication of unethical business practices from the housing and developing field.

Exploring the prospects of large-scale projects in the public sector and then acting as a consortium of ABAD members 
to secure and execute the projects.

Today, ABAD has in its fold more than 800 leading construction companies of the country. Most of its members’ offices 
are equipped with up-to-date systems of designing, cost control, project management and latest civil engineering tech-
niques to minimize the cost of construction. the association operates on democratic lines with election of One Chairman, 
Senior Vice Chairman, Vice Chairman, Regional Chairman and Managing Committees and One Chairman from each 
of its two regions i.e., Southern Region and Northern Region for a full term of year. The elected office bearers for the term 
2016 -2017 are Mr. Mohsin Sheikhani, Chairman – ABAD, Mr. Mohammed Hassan Bakshi, Senior Vice Chairman ABAD, Mr. 
Muhammad Ayoob, Chairman Southern Region ABAD, Mr. Akber Sheikh, Chairman Northern Region ABAD and Mr. Faraz 
Hussain Memon, Vice Chairman of Sub-Region Hyderabad (South Region) ABAD.

As a representative organization of the country’s builders and developers, ABAD has made a valuable contribution in the 
formulation of National Housing Policy, Sindh Building Control Authority Ordinance and Bye-Laws of Cantonment Boards. 
It has also played a leading role in securing and increase in the House building Finance Corporation component of hous-
ing loans as well as the allocation to HBFC in the Federal Budget.

As a socially responsible organization in addition to the above core functions ABAD also extends donations and other 
kinds of support to deserving institutions and welfare organizations. A safe shelter to live in is recognized the world over as 
a fundamental human right and that is the vision behind ABAD’s efforts and ventures.
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ABAD being the only representative organiza-
tion of Builders and Developers of Pakistan is 
always active in organizing different events – 
exhibitions, seminars and workshops on the sub-
jects related to construction industry of Pakistan 
and the industries allied to it. ABAD organized 
its first ever expo in 2014 at Karachi Expo Center, 
then the second in Karachi in 2016 and the third 
in Islamabad in 2017. These exhibitions were big 
successful events and many builders and devel-
opers and manufacturers of construction ma-
terials from local as well as foreign companies 
participated in it.

This year also ABAD planned to organize the 4th 
similar expo but on a bigger scale. ABAD con-
stituted a team under the leadership of Mr. Ab-
dul Kareem Adhia to this expo. These members 
worked hard for six months to arrange the expo 
on such big scale. In Expo Center Karachi all the 
six halls were booked for the participants from 
Pakistan and Abroad.

The largest Building and Construction show of 
Pakistan ABAD INTERNATIONAL EXPO 2017 was 
held on 12th August 2017 at Karachi EXPO Cen-
ter with all stakeholders of Association of Build-
ers and Developers of Pakistan (ABAD) and the 
members of allied industries participated in it.

In the exhibition, around 23 international build-
ing and construction companies from all over 

ABAD International 
EXPO 2017, Karachi

Event Brief
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the world participated and with more than 150 
local builders and developers and construction 
companies, set up their stalls. It was also record-
ed that 25 foreign delegations visited the exhibi-
tion on different time slots.

The exhibition has attracted exhibitors from tile 
industry, sanitary fittings and fixtures, hardware, 
pipes, paints and other allied industries related 
to the construction sector. Many of the stalls 
were booked by builders to introduce upcom-
ing and ongoing residential and commercial 
projects in different cities of Pakistan.

Inauguration Ceremony

The three-day event was inaugurated by 
Speaker Sindh Assembly, Mr. Agha Siraj Khan 
Durrani. In the opening ceremony other prom-
inent personalities from politics and business 
community were also present with all the office 
Bearers of ABAD. Among them former Gover-

nor Punjab and President Pakistan Tehrek-e-In-
saf (PTI) Lahore Chaudery Muhammad Servar, 
Member Provincial Assembly Mr. Saeed Ghani, 
Chairman DMC Central Mr. Rehan Hashmi and 
Moulana Muhammad Bashir Farooqi of Saylani 
Welfare Trust were on stage with the team lead-
er ABAD EXPO 2017 Mr. Abdul Kareem Adhia. 

Addressing the gathering, Senior Vice Chairman 
ABAD Muhammad Hassan Bakshi thanked and 
greeted the guests, members of ABAD, friends 
from press and media and other exhibitors at-
tended the inauguration. He first introduced 
ABAD with its aims and objects and then high-
lighting the importance of exhibitions for the 
economic progress of any country.       

Then Mr. Mohsin Sheikhani, Chairman ABAD ad-

dressed the gathering. He first thanked all the 
participants and supports for their unending 
dedication with the event. Focusing on the is-
sues of Karachi he said that half of the city pop-
ulation was living in Khatchi Abadis. He said that 
housing shortage in the country was immense 
and at present about 12 million housing units 
were required in the country. Briefing on the af-
fordable and social housing scheme of ABAD, 
he said that similar project had been launched 
at the 3rd International ABAD Expo held in Is-
lamabad five months before. He said that 
now ABAD realizing its social responsibility was 
launching for the people of Karachi. He said 
that ABAD scheme would help modernize the 
housing sector in Pakistan. He urged the federal 
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and provincial governments to plan long term 
development plans and ensure infrastructure 
considering the expansion of cities. He said that 
law and order had improved in Karachi and it 
would help more investment in real estate as 
well as other sectors.

Discussing the financial/loaning issues the chair-
man said HBFCL would not fully finance the proj-
ects due to financial constraints. The State Bank 
of Pakistan and the World Bank would also pro-
vide financing as they had allocated up to Rs. 
50 billion for low-cost housing projects.

Informing about the upcoming affordable hous-
ing scheme launched by ABAD, he added that 
seventeen registered members of ABAD were 
part of the consortium that had initiated the 
projects with an investment of 60 billion rupees. 
The association aimed to increase the number 

of builders and developers 
to 50 in the consortium. Un-
der the schemes, they will 
offer a total of 20,000 units of 
120 square yards each at a 
price of Rs1.5 million. Plots will 
be partially developed with 
finished bedrooms, a lounge 
and attached bathrooms. 
House owners may later ex-
pand the construction hor-
izontally and vertically, he 
said.

He informed that around 25 
per cent of houses (1250 units) of 120 sq-yard 
would be sold on cash while rest of the 3750 
units of same 
size would be 
given through 
balloting on 
a easy install-
ments, add-
ing that asso-
ciation had 
signed an MoU 
with HBFCL to 
finance 80 per 
cent of total 
cost of a unit, 
which means 
the purchaser, who would be allotted a unit 
through balloting, would only pay 0.3 million 
while the remaining amount would be financed 
by HBFCL for 20 years installment.

He said that ABAD had un-
dertaken the projects and 
would ensure quality devel-
opment and construction as 
per defined specifications 
and standards. ABAD would 
deliver the housing units in 
three years after balloting. 
The builders had acquired 
and processed land for the 
projects on the Northern 
Bypass and Super Highway 
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Addressing 
as the Chief 
Guest at the 
i n a u g u r a l 
c e r e m o n y 
of the event, 
S p e a k e r 
Sindh As-
s e m b l y 
Agha Siraj 
Khan Durra-
ni, said that 
to provide 
affordable 
housing the cost of constructed units has to be 
reduced. He said that builder passes the high 
cost of land to buyers, which results in higher 
prices of properties. He lauded the construc-
tion sector for creating opportunities in the 
economy besides generating employment. He 
offered that the provincial government would 
support any legislation that help the construc-
tion industry. 

Regarding the issues of construction sector, he 
urged the courts to dispose of the cases related 
to construction industry on priority basis, as many 
people were waiting justice in their stuck up cas-
es for a long time. He said that a large number 
of skilled and unskilled workers had been associ-
ated with the construction sector of the country 
as according to one estimate, some 12 million 
people directly or indirectly were related to the 
construction and building industry of the coun-
try. Therefore the sector must be given due im-
portance at 
all national 
and interna-
tional levels. 

He added 
that con-
s t r u c t i o n 
i n d u s t r y 
would surely 
be given its 
due share 
and basic 

ABAD Expo 2017 

while land pieces at Hawks Bay and Nation-
al Highway were being developed. He further 
said that later on, such projects would be un-
dertaken in Lahore and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa 
as well. He also revealed that the builders had 
acquired land from open markets. The govern-
ment, however, should ensure that they do not 
charge project approval fee, provide utilities at 
reduced rates and do not impose taxes.

Regarding investment opportunities in the coun-
try, The Chairman said the exhibition was aimed 
at attracting foreign and local investment in 
the real estate sector close to Rs500 billion. He 
informed that a Canadian firm had already ini-
tiated luxury hotel projects in Islamabad and 
Karachi with an investment of Rs100 billion. Be-

sides this build-
ers would also 
launch 13-14 
other mega 
projects at an 
estimated cost 
of Rs50 billion in 
different parts 
of the country 
next year.

H igh l igh t ing 
the last year 
achievements, 

he said that in our exhibition last year, the asso-
ciation had signed agreements with investors for 
projects of up to Rs500 billion and also launched 
projects of up to Rs300 billion in the last one 
year. At the end he urged the government to 
frame policies in a bid to turn unplanned cities 
into well-planned urban centers as ill-planning 
had left many major cities backward.

After that Mr. Abdul Kareem Adhia Team Lead-
er ABAD Expo 17 presented a brief presentation 
of the whole event. He thanked all the partici-
pants, press and media, visitors, guests and the 
exhibitors for their time, dedication and support 
throughout the event and in making it a huge 
success.
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rights in order to function with its full capacity. 
For that, he assured to take positive measures 
from governmental side and ensured to pro-
vide basic amenities to the industry that were 
necessary for the economic revival.  

Mr. Saeed Ghani, Member Provincial Assembly 
also addressed the gathering. He first thanked 
members of ABAD for inviting him in the auspi-
cious inauguration ceremony of ABAD Interna-
tional Expo. Appreciating the positive role of 
ABAD he advised the builders and developers 
to identify more avenues to provide low cost 
housing for poor masses. Praising the efforts of 
office bearers of ABAD for organizing such a 
mega event second time in a year he said that 
it was a great attempt that surely contribute in 
the development of national economy by at-
tracting foreign investments. He also urged the 
government to provide support to the housing 
and construction industry in order to achieve 

economic growth of the 
country.

He said that the construc-
tion sector of the coun-
try had been helpful in 
developing a number of 
dependent subsidiary in-
dustries, whose products 
and services were being 
used in the building pro-
cess. He said that such 
exhibitions would prove 
to be helpful in driving 
the country on the roads 
of economic progress 

and prosperity. 

Ch. Muhammad Sarwar, former Governor Punjab 
in his speech appreciated the services of ABAD 
as a national level representative organization 
of builders and developers. He added that the 

Association played pivotal role in the progress 
of construction industry. Expressing his views he 
said that the construction industry of a country is 

considered as a vital force for economic de-
velopment of the country as the construction 
sector plays an active role for bringing in de-
velopment and societal changes.

He said that organizing the international expo 
would be helpful in phenomenally accelerat-
ing construction activities in the province and in 
the country as well. Appreciating the efforts of 
ABAD members he said it was a good sign that 
a number of delegations of prospective inter-
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national investors participating in the Expo-2017, 
as this would enhance investment in the construc-
tion sector of the country. He said that the event 
had been helpful in promoting all the allied indus-
tries attached with the construction sector.

He said that Karachi was considered as the in-
dustrial hub of the country as any economic 
activity taking place here would bring positive 
results for the national economy. He said that 
inclusive governmental supports were required 
to carry out the recently launched affordable 
housing schemes that in result would benefit the 
general public.

Chairman DMC Central Mr. Rehan Hashmi also 
addressed the gathering. He first appreciated 
the efforts of team ABAD for organizing such 
successful event. Discussing the issues faced 

by the District Municipal Council 
Central, he said that despite the 
limited resources available to 
the municipal council the man-
agement was working for the 
betterment of the city. He add-
ed that the district administration 
was dealing with back-lock of 
garbage management but still 
trying to initiate healthy activities 
in the city. 

During the speech he also 
briefed about the recent work-
ing and future plans of their dis-

trict and also informed about their recent proj-
ect ‘Green Revolution’ of the tree plantation to 
make the district central green. He further said 
that it should be needed to develop a feeling 
of ownership among the masses in order to 
prosper the city of lights, Karachi.         

After that Moulana Muhammad Bashir Farooqi 
of Saylani Welfare Trust prayed for the peace 
and prosperity of the country and the whole 
Muslim Ummah and also thanked the office 
bearers and members of ABAD for conducting 
such a great exhibition.

At the end of ceremony, ABAD souvenirs were 
presented to all the guests and a lavish lunch 
was also hosted from the hosts. After the inau-
guration the guests visited different stalls, met 
the exhibitors, listen their views and appreciat-
ed the every bit of the event during their visit.
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A seminar was hosted on the first day of 
ABAD International Expo on the topic of 
Role of Professional in Construction In-

dustry. A number of professional from different 
universities attended the seminar with builders 
and developers and general public.

Among the speakers, Mr. Arif Shah from Arif 
Shah Associates, Mr. Yousuf Hassan from YH As-
sociates, Engr. Arif Qasim from Arif Qasim Asso-
ciates, Dr. Sarosh Hashmat Lodi Vice Chancel-
lor NED University, M. Usman Moosa a Principal 
Engineer, Arch. Akber Jamil from M/S Arch Vi-
sion, Arch. Shahab Ghani Khan from Shahab 
Ghani Associates, Arch. Yawar Jilani from M/S 
Arcop and Arch. Akeel Bilgirami from M/S. Na-
jmi & Bilgirami were on the stage.

The program started with 
the recitation from Holy 
Quran and Naat. Then 
Senior Vice Chairman 
ABAD Muhammad Has-
san Bakshi thanked and 
greeted the honorable 
speakers and guests from 
different organizations for 

attending the seminar. Briefing about the aims 
and objects of ABAD he said that ABAD played 
important role in the progress of national econ-
omy. Being the only national level representa-
tive organization of builders and developers 
ABAD has also been very active in arranging 
different awareness programs for the profes-
sional and students like seminars, workshops 
and exhibitions on the related topics.

Dr. Sarosh hashmat Lodhi addressed the gath-
ering. Focusing on the role of professionals he 
said that they play very important role in the 
development of any trade or industry. But un-
fortunately in our country the professionals 
have stopped the training of young people 
that in result created different issues in respec-
tive fields. So, a close 
coordination is needed 
between the institutions 
and professionals. Giving 
the advice to students 
he said that they must 
spend some of their time 
in the professional orga-
nizations in order to know 
about professional due 
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diligence, professional practice, professional 
etiquettes and professional communication. 
Otherwise we will hand over this profession 
to the people who are less competent then 
us and that would be our failure. Praising the 
role of ABAD he said that it has been providing 
platforms for professionals of construction in-
dustry and the institutions for working together 
through its exhibitions. He also requested ABAD 
to help the universities provide more platforms 
like this.

Briefing about a study conducted with World 
Bank, he said that about 93% of the buildings 
in Karachi city were without any engineering 
input and the remaining 7% were made of 
concrete which may or may not have any en-
gineering. Appreciating the efforts of ABAD he 
further said that it is a wonderful platform where 
academia and professional came together 
and do something which would be beneficial 
for the whole industry.       

Engr. Arif 
Qasim also 
a d d r e s s e d 
the gather-
ing. High-
lighting the 
importance 
of construc-
tion indus-
try he said 
that it plays 
a very im-
portant role 
in providing 

housing facilities to the people and in the so-
cio-economic development of the country 
and ABAD is on top in facilitating all this. Lack 
of professionals’ input created multiple issues in 
the buildings and also reduced the life of build-
ings. He added that hiring of professionals not 
only helps in building the economical and log 
lasting projects but also construct high-quality 
structures.          

He said that ABAD is also very beneficial for the 
builders and developers because it educates 
them and creates awareness related to the 
new technological advancements through 
these exhibitions, seminars and workshops. Like 
the inclusion of building management compa-
nies, builders also get awareness of them and 
it will surely increase the life of building. He fur-
ther said that the cost of having a professional 
input in the project is not more than 5 to 6 % of 
the project but this little increase will add into 
the beauty, aesthetics and durability as well as 

salability of 
any project.   

Arch. Akber 
Jamil also 
spoke on the 
o c c a s i o n . 
E x p l a i n i n g 
about the 
professional-
ism he said 
that a profes-
sional must 
have exper-
tise, knowl-
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edge, skill, experience and recognition from 
relevant institutions. A professional may not be 
a handsome guy, but a simple person with pos-
itive attitude towards professionalism is need-
ed in him and an architect can be considered 
a captain of the team of construction related 
professionals.

Professionals play an important role in stream-
lining the requirements of the clients, as some-
times the requirements from the clients are 
not feasible and can’t be fulfilled practically. 
So the professionals guide the clients about 
what is better for them. Keeping in view all the 
bye-laws of different authorities present in the 
city the professionals channelize the construc-
tion activities of their clients. They also refine 
the objectives of clients and then develop a 
basic presentation re-
garding the project re-
quirements. Nowadays 
professionals also coor-
dinated with marketing 
managers for project 
animations, marketing 
campaigns and oth-
er marketing materials 
like modal making. 

He further said that 
maintenance of build-
ings is very necessary 
and the authorities should make it necessary 
to have building maintenance. He also added 
that since it is a team work and not the work 
of any single professional so we all should work 
together for the betterment of industry.

Arch. Shahab Ghani Khan also spoke on the oc-
casion. He first thanked ABAD for providing him 
the opportunity to share his ideas on the top-
ic. Highlighting the role of architects and engi-
neers in the housing and construction industry 
he said that they create the overall aesthetic 
and look of buildings and other structures, but 

the design of a building 
involves far more than 
its appearance. He 
further explained that 
professionals must take 
care of the things like 
buildings must be func-
tional, safe and eco-
nomical and must suit 
the needs of the peo-
ple who use them.

Briefing the role of pro-
fessional he further said 

that they must also take note on the things like, 
how many people are going to use the build-
ing at the same time? What types of activities 
will these people do in the building? Profession-
als have to design building so that people can 
escape from the building in an emergency. The 
plans also specify the building materials and 
the interior furnishings. Professionals consider all 
these factors when they design buildings and 
other structures.

Arch. Yawar Jilani also addressed the gather-
ing. Appreciating the role of ABAD in creat-
ing awareness among the students and con-
cerned professionals he said that these events 
will surely benefit the concerned personals in 
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neer, town planner, mechanical engineer, ar-
chitect, surveyor, project manager, structural 
engineer, geospatial modeller, facilities man-
ager

Mr. Arif Shah also spoke on the occasion. Em-
phasizing upon the need of getting profession-
al education, he said that many professional 
and management positions require a relevant 
higher education qualification. For those pro-
fessional qualifications there are different insti-
tutions which provide opportunities to work and 
study with great enthusiasm and dedication in 
order to progress to professional and manage-
rial positions. In those institutions graduates are 
trained for highly specialized or management 
positions and also provide opportunity to gain 
professional qualifications. 

M. Usman Moosa and Mr. 
Yousuf Hassan also ad-
dressed the gathering. They 
too highlighted the role of 
professionals in construc-
tion industry and also share 
their experiences related to 
the profession they carry.   

At the end, Chairman 
South Region Kh. Muham-

mad Ayoob presented vote of thanks from 
ABAD and then ABAD mementoes were pre-
sented to all the guest speakers. The program 
was also followed by a lavish high-tea.

all means. Focusing on the role of construction 
professionals like architects he said that they 
are licensed professionals trained in the art and 
science of building design, develop the con-
cepts for structures and turn those concepts 
into images and plans. Be-
fore constructing a build-
ing, an architect needs to 
draw a plan of the build-
ing. It is very wrong to com-
mence construction with-
out a standard building 
plan, as the project would 
lack focus and direction.

Arch. Akeel Bilgirami also 
highlighted the role of pro-
fessionals in construction sector. He said that 
professional and managerial staff in the con-
struction sector play a very vital role as it is in-
volved at all stages of a construction project 
from the early planning stages to maintaining 
a building after it has been constructed. The 
industry covers a whole range of different roles 
including: Design e.g. Architects and Structur-
al Engineer, Surveying e.g. Quantity Surveyor 
and Building Surveyor, Management e.g. Con-
struction Manager, Project Manager and Site 
Supervisor and Planning e.g. Planner, Facilities 
Manager and Town Planner. 

Focusing on the job opportunities he said that 
professional and managerial jobs in the sector 
range from: senior executive, business process 
manager, construction manager, civil engi-

Seminar
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of Pakistan. In this con-
text, ABAD jointly orga-
nized the 01 day Work-
shop on the above 
mentioned theme with 
Sir Syed University of 
Engineering and Tech-
nology (SSUET).

The Workshop was at-
tended by large num-
ber of Engineering 
Students, Professional 
Engineers, Consultants, 

Registrar of Sir Syed University and faculty 
members from different universities of Paki-
stan. The Workshop highlighted the need of 
modern techniques in our Industry. The partic-
ipants showed their keen interest in the work-

Workshop

A workshop on 
the topic of Pro-
spective Ad-

vancement in Funda-
mental Construction 
Engineering was also 
held on 13th August, 
during the event ABAD 
International Expo. As-
sociation of Builders 
and Developers, Paki-
stan (ABAD) success-
fully organized the 
Largest Construction 
show in Pakistan. While performing its social 
responsibility, ABAD has equally and effec-
tively performed in academics and has not 
forgotten to provide learning opportunities to 
the Engineering Students who are the Future 
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shop by participating with great enthusiasm. 
Engr. Shoaib Yaqub and Najia Owais Siddiqui 
(Lecturer, SSUET) played their role to make this 
event successful. The Speaker Engr. Shoaib 
Yaqub discussed the advancement in con-
struction field. He also encouraged students 
to keep close look on international advance-
ment in the field of Construction Management. 
In the event Engr. S. M. Noman also shared his 
views on Modern Management Techniques 
with the students.

During the workshop, Commander Karachi, 
Rare Admiral, Ather Mukhtar also present on 
the stage. In his speech 
to the gathering, he 
encouraged the stu-
dents of engineering 
universities and said 
that their future would 
be very bright as they 
were the shining youth 

of our country. Briefing about the vast scope 
and importance of construction industry Mr. 
Ather Mukhtar said that the industry consid-
ered the mother of all industries as it regulat-
ed more than 100 other industries with itself.

Thanking the ABAD team for inviting him in the 
occasion he also appreciated the services 
of ABAD in the field of academia through or-
ganizing such informative seminars and work-
shops.

At the end, University Registrar Engr. Syed 
Sarfaraz Ali thanked the Chairman ABAD, Mr. 

Mohsin Shiekhani, Sr. 
Vice Chairman ABAD 
Mr. Hassan Bakshi and 
Convener Seminar 
Committee Mr. Danish 
Bin Rauf for their efforts 
for the event.
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A seminar was hosted on the second day 
of ABAD International Expo on the top-
ic of Affordable Housing in Pakistan Op-

portunities and Challenges. It was attended by 
large number of guests specially the students 
from engineering universities as it was very rele-
vant with the ongoing issue of housing shortage 
in our country.

Among the speakers, Mr. Akram Khan Durrani 
Federal Minster for Housing, Admiral Arif Hussaini, 
Mr. Zaigham Rizvi Housing Consultant of World 
Bank and State Bank of Pakistan, Dr. Sarosh 
Hashmat Lodhi Vice Chancellor NED University, 

Mr. Suleman Tax Consultant from London, Syed 
Shabbar Zaidi Senior Partner A.F. Furguson & 
Co., Mr. Arif Habib Chairman Arif Habib Group 
and Mr. Mohsin Sheikhani Chairman ABAD were 
on stage.

The program started with the recitation from 
Holy Quran and Naat. Then Senior Vice Chair-
man ABAD Muhammad Hassan Bakshi thanked 
and greeted the honorable speakers, students 
and guests attended the seminar. Highlighting 
the issue of housing shortage in Pakistan he said 
that affordable housing schemes for the peo-
ple of middle and low income group were the 
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through such programs – seminars and work-
shops, in order to produce high quality profes-
sional, engineers and workers in the field of hous-
ing and construction.

Addressing the gathering Chairman ABAD Mr. 
Mohsin Sheikhani thanked all the guests for their 
presence in the seminar. Briefing about the pre-
vious exhibitions Chairman ABAD said that ABAD 
has been gaining very phenomenal results 
through these exhibitions by attracting foreign 
investments of billions of dollars in past years. 
He added that different MoUs were also signed 
with foreign companies related to construc-
tion materials. This year a Canadian Company, 
having business of Hotels also wished to invest 
a huge amount in our country. ABAD wanted 
to present soft image of Pakistan through these 
events in order to get maximum business from 
different parts of the world.

Focusing on the importance of housing and 
construction industry he said that it is the larg-

est job provider to 
the skilled and un-
skilled side by side 
contributed the most 
in national econo-
my and attracting 
foreign investment 
too. The industry also 
helps in accelerat-
ing the activities of 
other industries allied 
to the construction 

Seminar

only solution to this 
unending problem 
of housing short-
age in our country. 
In his address he 
also requested the 
concerned minister 
for prompt action 
against the issue.      

Speaking at the oc-
casion Admiral Arif 
Hussaini thanked 
ABAD for inviting him 

on this occasion with the youngsters. Appreci-
ating the services of ABAD he said it has been 
playing its due role in the development of the 
city which really benefits all of us. Discussing the 
upcoming event of Independence Day of Paki-
stan he said that we all should thank to Allah for 
giving us this beautiful country to live. He add-
ed that we are living in the age of technological 
advancement where everything is developed 
with high acceleration and with this the other 
two challenges like globalization and climate 
change that we are facing today.

He further said that all the three challenges are 
directly related to the construction industry and 
we have to face them according to their rapid 
pace. He added that if we fail to cope up with 
these we will be very far away from the devel-
oped world. For this, we must not waste our time 
because after the life the most important thing 
we have is our time. He then requested all the 
students not to waste 
their precious time 
and spend all their 
energies on the de-
velopment and wel-
fare of the country.

At the end, praising 
the efforts of ABAD 
he said that ABAD 
should work to in-
crease the efficien-
cy of the youngsters 
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industry. Sharing his 
grievances he said 
that throughout the 
world construction 
industry is given spe-
cial privileges but 
unfortunately in our 
country the industry 
is deprived of its due 
rights and that is the 
main reason behind 
the huge housing 
shortfall which is now 
more than 12 million.

Briefing about the vision of ABAD he said that 
it is our dream that every Pakistani has its own 
house, his individual address where one can 
live and proper peacefully. Because once you 
own your house you definitely own your coun-
try. Since all the basic facilities can only be giv-
en in planned schemes and in slums and illegal 
settlements one cannot see any planning or in-
frastructure. So, we wished that all concerned 
government departments will support us in our 
vision of providing shelter to the shelter-less peo-
ple of our country.

Dr. Sarosh Hashmat Lodhi, Vice Chancellor 
NED University also briefed about the housing 
shortage and its possible solutions in his presen-
tation. Discussing the land ownerships in Kara-
chi, he presented a detailed account of land 

ownership by dif-
ferent authorities 
and public and 
private sectors. 
Briefing about 
the build envi-
ronment of the 
city he present-
ed the statistical 
data related to 
open land, built 
up land, urban 
green percent-

age and river catchments.

He added that nowadays the city is expanding 
vertically rather than horizontally. Giving the ex-
ample of Federal B. Area and North Nazimabad, 
he said that high-rise buildings have been built 
over plots where preciously one or two families 
resided, in this way the areas became more 
densely populated. Comparing the density of 
population he informed that the katchi abadies 
are more densely populated then the planned 
settlements and all this is happening because 
of lack of policies towards housing sector. He 
added that if the conditions remain same the 
housing shortage will rise exponentially and cre-
ate more dangerous circumstances for all of us.              

Mr. Zaigham Rizvi Housing consultant World Bank 
also spoke on the occasion. Discussing the hous-
ing issues globally, regionally and on the perspec-
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tive of Pakistan he said that housing is a number 
game, if the number of people increases the 
housing requirement will also increase, while the 
land is same for all the circumstances. Keeping 
in view the increasing amount of population the 
housing requirements should also be full filled. In-
forming about the global housing need he said 
that 4000 houses constructed per hour is the re-
quirement to overcome this shortage. 

Briefing about the population densities of dif-
ferent Asian Countries he said that massive ur-
banization is the only cause to this issue. Giving 
the example of Karachi city he said that due to 
the urbanization more than 1000 katchi abadi-
es are there and the people living in these set-
tlements are not getting any 
basic facility. For this, social 

housing / affordable housing is the need of the 
hour where people are provided housing facili-
ties according to their affordability.

Disusing about the stakeholders of housing sec-
tor, he said that the government, urban plan-
ners, fiscal authorities, regulatory agencies, 
academia, developers, construction material 
industry, housing finance companies and com-
mercial banks and land agencies are among 
the major stakeholders in this industry. They 
should all work together to resolve the issues of 
industry and for the prosperity of the industry.

Advising the concerned authorities he said that 
government should not 
impose taxes on afford-
able housing schemes 
in order to make it more 
feasible for the common 
man and in this way the 
cost of the housing will 
become much lower. 

Speaking on the occa-
sion Syed Shabbar Zaidi 
Senior Partner A.F. Furgu-
son & Co. thanked the 
members of ABAD for 
inviting him in the event. 

Focusing on the issues of housing industry he said 
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that we should accept that since 1970s the af-
fordable housing or the housing scheme for less 
privileged were not in our priority and added 
the government was not interested to provide 
housing to poor’s. He said that the problem was 
not with our housing policy it was with our basic 
economic policy as we had adopted the eco-
nomic models of those countries that were not 
compatible to our circumstances. 

He said that unfortunately our government was 
not playing its role in developing economic 
policies; it acted like a spectator but in devel-
oping countries the governments should act as 
a main player. Suggesting some ways towards 
the resolution of housing issues he said that land 
acquisitions for the poor will always be govern-
ment supported with the housing finance. He 
further said that if these issues were not resolved 
the affordable housing schemes for the poor’s 
will not be completed and added that without 
the housing facility one cannot run any society. 

After that Mr. Suleman Tax consultant from UK 
also spoke on the occasion. Briefing about the 
tax issues faced by the construction industry he 
said that the concerned authorities had been 
imposing extra amount of taxes on the real es-
tate sector that directly affected growth of the 
sector. He also discussed some current issues 
like change in values used e.g. DC rates; that 
resulted in higher tax payments and in return a 
major contributor in housing shortfall.

Discussing the current housing shortfall he said 
that 10 to 12 million housing units needed for the 
country in order to have a shelter on the heads 
of common men and for this the affordable 
housing schemes for the people belonging to 
low and middle income group would be the 
only solution. Appreciating the efforts of ABAD 
in initiating the affordable housing scheme here 
in Karachi he said that ABAD had been playing 
pivotal role in resolving the vary issues of con-
struction industry. At the end he again thanked 
the team ABAD for inviting him and providing 
the time for interaction.

Mr. Arif Habib also spoke on the occasion. Prais-
ing the efforts of ABAD members in the develop-
ment of construction industry he said that ABAD 
had been very actively resolve the different is-
sues of construction industry and the builders’ 
community. He added that since it was a very 
strong body, it played the due role in streamlin-
ing the construction activities in the country. Dis-
cussing the housing shortage he said that pub-
lic and private sector both should work together 
to overcome this issue. 

He said that providing affordable housing was 
a noble cause in which one can serve the hu-
manity by giving them shelters. But unfortunate-
ly housing sector lacked the government focus 
and due to which the problem of industry still 
persisted. He added that the builders were fac-
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ing many difficulties in concerned govern-
ment departments instead of providing 
facilitations that in result hindered the de-
velopmental process in the country.

Focusing the issues he said that the cost of 
land was very high as compare to the cost 
of construction and added that if it was 
not subsidized for affordable housing then 
the dream scheme will not be accom-
plished. Appreciating the services of ABAD 
in initiating affordable housing he said that 
it is the need of the hour in order to have a 
peaceful environment in the country.

Mr. Akram Khan Durrani Federal Minister for 
Housing also addressed the gathering. He first 
thanked the office bearers of ABAD for inviting 
him and praised their efforts in organizing such 
successful exhibition for the construction indus-
try and added that ABAD was doing the same 
which the government supposed to do. High-
lighting the importance of construction indus-
try he said that it acted like backbone of ev-
ery country’s economy. But unfortunately in our 
country it was not given the due importance 
and been neglected at many forums.

He said that housing industry was among the 
major contributors in any country’s develop-
ment as it also regulated other hundreds of in-

dustries with it. Discussing the shortfall of housing 
he briefed that as per a recent study our coun-
try was facing shortfall of 12 million housing units 
which was a challenge and a great opportune 
as well. And suggesting the resolution he was 
of the view that affordable housing schemes for 
people of low and middle income group was 
the only solution to overcome this shortage.

He added that it was the responsibility of ev-
ery government to provide basic infrastructures 
and other facilities to its citizens. Likewise if the 
government didn’t promote affordable housing 
then illegal settlements and other katchi abadies 
will grow nearby and in result destroyed the valu-
able lands. He further said that housing should 
be given priority in order to curb the menace of 
terrorism and to enhance the economic growth 
of our country. He added that being a Federal 

Minister for housing he tried his level 
best to give priority to the housing 
industry and resolve the vary issues 
the industry faced. At the end of his 
speech he assured his support in ev-
ery possible manner which will be 
related to the betterment of con-
struction industry.             

At the end, Chairman South Re-
gion Kh. Muhammad Ayoob pre-
sented vote of thanks from ABAD 
and then ABAD mementoes were 
presented to all the guest speakers. 
The program was also followed by 
lunch.
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The Honorable Governor Sindh, Muhammad 
Zubair visited ABAD International Expo on its 
second day at the Expo Center Karachi.   

Attending the event, the Governor Sindh first 
thanked the office bearers of ABAD for inviting 
him as the guest of honor and appreciated 
the role of ABAD in the economic progress of 
country.

Focusing on the issue of housing shortage in the 
country the Governor Sindh  said that provision 
of low cost residential facilities to the poor and 
the middle income groups is the top priority 
of the government. He further said that in this 
regard the government would extend full co-
operation to the ABAD 
for its low cost housing 
scheme. 

Praising the efforts of 
members of ABAD in 
organizing such suc-
cessful events in Kara-
chi, the Governor said 
that ABAD Expo would 
help the construction 
industry as well as for spurring investment in this 
very sphere. Explaining the benefits of such ex-

Visit of Governor Sindh

hibitions he further said that this would not only 
encourage those associated with this field but 
also contribute towards reduction in unem-
ployment.

Regarding the issues 
of construction indus-
try he assured that he 
would approach the 
federal government for 
resolution of problems 
of the construction in-
dustry pertaining to the 
federal government. 

Talking to media during his visit he also an-
nounced that the development projects for 
Karachi and Hyderabad announced by the 
Prime Minister would be completed under the 
supervision of Governor House’s Project Man-
agement Unit. He also said that through such 
projects the infrastructure especially provision 
of basic facilities in the industrial areas would 
be ensured.

During his visit the Chairman ABAD Mr. Mohsin 
Shaikhani also briefed Governor Sindh regard-
ing ABAD’s initiative of low cost housing scheme 
in Karachi that help provide residential facilities 
to poor and low income groups of the society. 
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Visit of Chief Minister Sindh

builders and developers to extort money.

Explaining the role of government in eradi-
cating the menace of terrorism he said that 
the government had been able to over-
come terrorism and was paving the way for 
planned housing schemes.

In his speech he also pointed out that the Sindh 
Government had spent Rs.45 billion on devel-
opment works in the previous fiscal year ended 
June 30, 2016. He further said that it would also 
spend a similar amount on new development 
projects in the current fiscal year.

Praising the efforts of 
ABAD for the afford-
able housing scheme 
he said that it could 
surely be able to over-
come the housing 
shortage in the coun-
try and assured his 
complete support in 
every possible manner 
in this regards.

The Chief Minister Sindh, 
Syed Murad Ali Shah 
also visited the event 
on its second day, 
during the Seminar on 
Affordable Housing in 
Pakistan Opportunities 
and Challenges.

Speaking at the expo, 
he first thanked the 
members of ABAD 
and the team expo for 
arranging a successful 
event in Karachi City. He then appreciated 
the whole builders’ community for their un-
ending and continues efforts in making the 
city a peaceful and beautiful place to live. 
Discussing the problems created by illegal 
settlements he said the unplanned construc-
tion had given birth to a number of issues in 
Karachi, including a poor sewerage system 
and lack of drinking water. 

He drew a link between the unplanned con-
struction and terrorism in the city, saying ter-
rorists had many a time also held hostage the 
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Visit of 
Agha Maqsood Abbas
Director General SBCA

and unskilled workers.

Discussing the issues of construction industry 
he assured his cooperation in every possible 
manner and further said that the SBCA want-
ed to enhance the construction activities 
in the city and for that a more feasible and 
friendly system is needed.

Praising the ABAD endeavor in streamlining the 
construction activities in the country he told 
that in making the city a beautiful place to live, 
builders’ community played a very important 
role. He again thanked the office bearers of 
ABAD for inviting him in the occassion.

Director General Sindh Building Control Au-
thority (SBCA) visited ABAD Int’l Expo on its 
third day. Speaking on the occasion he first 
thanked members of ABAD for inviting him 
in the event and appreciated the efforts of 
team ABAD in organizing such informative 
event in the city. 

Addressing the gathering he said that the 
construction industry is the mother of all other 
hundred industries that were allied to it. High-
lighting the importance of housing and con-
struction he said that it served like the back-
bone of every country’s economy through 
providing job opportunities to millions of skilled 
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Visit of D.G. NAB
Muhammad Altaf Bawany

cerned departments, 
in the same way the 
general public or con-
cerned clients also had 
some issues with build-
ers and both should be 
resolved amicably.

He further said that in 
order to enhance and 
retain the beauty of 
our city the quality of 
construction should 

be checked and maintained properly and it 
should be the responsibility of concerned per-
sonal’s either public or private to keep an eye 
on it. He added that good quality also helped 
in early sale of the project with the desired 
price. Advising to the builder and developers 
he said that they should buy legal and clear 
properties for the construction of projects in or-
der to avoid further issues in future.

He also said that in order to gain public trust 
builders and developers should fulfill their prom-
ises and deliver the projects to their allotees on 
committed time. Praising the efforts of ABAD 
members he said that organizing such events 
will surely benefit the overall industry.

Muhammad Altaf 
Bawany, Director Gen-
eral National Account-
ability Bauru also visit-
ed ABAD International 
Expo on its third day 
during Independence 
Day celebrations. Ap-
preciating the office 
bearers of ABAD for 
organizing such infor-
mative and successful 
exhibition he said that 
these events will help in building positive image 
of Pakistan in the world. He then thanked the 
ABAD team for inviting him and provided the 
opportunity to discuss his thoughts among the 
audience.

Highlighting the importance of construction in-
dustry he said that was considered the moth-
er industry as it linked with 100 other allied in-
dustries and side by side helped in running the 
wheel of economy by generating employ-
ment opportunities to millions of workers and in 
addition helped in the progress and prosperity 
of the country. Discussing the issues of build-
ers and developers he said that as the build-
ers’ community had some problems with con-
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in terms of having slums and illegal settlements 
and the only solution to this problem is having 
affordable housing schemes for the people 
belonging to low and middle income group. 
Praising the efforts of ABAD in this regards he 
said that ABAD has been paying its role in 
overcoming the housing shortage but unfor-
tunately the concerned government departs 
did not feel the heat of issue.   

He further said that, another burning issue of 
water shortage and its unjustified distribution 
is here in Karachi which is going to become 
worst in future. He added that if these prob-
lems not resoled on priority basis the conse-
quences will become very worst for all the in-
habitants of the city.

Chairman MQM Pakistan, Dr. Farooq Sattar 
also visited ABAD Expo during its second day 
proceedings. Speaking at the occasion he first 
thanked ABAD members for inviting him in the 
event. Appreciating the services of ABAD he 
said that the builders’ community has been 
playing vital role in making the city a beautiful 
place through their state of the art commer-
cial and residential projects.

Emphasizing upon the need of having clear 
policies related to housing and construc-
tion he said that the country is still not on the 
roads of progress just because of lacking the 
proper housing policies. Discussing the tax re-
lated issues he said that the city contributed 
70% in the tax collection but only received 
5% from federal capital, while on the other 
side it is also said that the city runs the whole 
country. 

He added that corruption is everywhere and 
there are some people who wanted to dam-
age the peaceful image of our country by 
taking illegal decisions.

Discussing the issue of katchi abadies he said 
that Karachi is among the world largest cities 
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for the people of low and middle income 
group in the country was definitely a solu-
tion to the current housing shortage. 

He added that ABAD is been very beneficial 
to gather the builders’ community on one 
platform has been playing vital role in stream-
lining the construction activities in the country 
and making it a beautiful place to live.

At the end, he prayed for the goodness, 
prosperity and success of ABAD in all its mat-
ters. He again thanked team ABAD for giv-
ing him so much respect and for the friendly 
gesture.

President Jamat-e-Islamai Karachi Hafiz 
Naeem ur Rehman also visited ABAD Expo. 
Speaking at the occasion he first thanked 
office bearers of ABAD for inviting him in 
the event. Praising the efforts of ABAD in or-
ganizing such great exhibition he said that 
these programs were the need of the hour 
for creating awareness among the con-
cerned government sectors and the gener-
al public too.

Appreciating the services of ABAD as the 
only national level representative organiza-
tion of builders and developers he said that 
initiating the affordable housing schemes 
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So, due to lack 
of any National 
Urban Plane the 
Pakistanis are 
facing unending 
issues that also 
resulted in future 
insecurity of the 
urban people. 
The encroach-
ment of illegal 
land that we see 
in our country is 
also an after effect this uncontrolled urbaniza-
tion. But the people living in those settlements 
are very happy because they are earning 
money which is better than from their previ-
ous places and also getting all the facilities 
illegally on very cheap rates. But on the other 
hands they are lacking some very basic facili-
ties like education and health. 

Suggesting the solutions of these issues, he 
said that the government must increase or 
maximize the capacity of existing city. We 
have to build new cities or some modal cit-
ies of targeted capacity near the rural areas 
so to control the influx of migration in urban 
centers. Then these new cities must have ba-
sic facilities, infrastructure with low cost hous-

ing schemes, as ABAD has al-
ready initiated in Islamabad 
and now in Karachi.

At the end, he again thanked 
ABAD team for inviting him 
and praising the efforts he 
said that ABAD has to build 
new cities in future also in or-
der to overcome the problem 
of urbanization.   

Chairman Pakistan Sir Zamin Party, Mr. Musta-
fa Kamal visited ABAD Int’l Expo during a sem-
inar on first day of the event. Speaking at the 
occasion he first thanked ABAD for inviting him 
in the event. Addressing the gathering he said 
that the field of construction is very old since 
the inception of human beings and remain till 
the humanity remains and the importance of 
this industry can never be neglected.

Discussing the issues of rural to urban migra-
tion, he said that urbanization is at its peak in 
the world and more people now live in urban 
centers than in rural areas. This trend is on its 
height mostly in developing countries where 
people want to improve their living standards, 
so they migrate from rural to urban centers. 
Giving the example of China he said that 
even China was unable to control the migra-
tion of Chinese people from rural to urban 
centers. Adding that the only resolution to this 
issue is to catch the waves of urban migration 
and to get prepare for the repercussions of 
migration and to develop the alternatives for 
those who migrate.

Briefing the issues of urbanization in Pakistan, 
he said that abnormal population growth re-
sulted in abnormal expansion of existing cities. 
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community in every 
possible manner.

Mayor Karachi ap-
preciated the ef-
forts of ABAD for 
the construction 
industry and said 
that industry and its 
stakeholders should 
be given their due 
rights in order to 
progress and pros-

per with time. He further said that we all should 
own our city if we want to make it an ideal place 
to live. Discussing the recent issues faced by the 
business and builders’ community he said that 

all the issues can be 
resolved but with the 
combined efforts. Ev-
eryone should stand 
against all odds, and 
try its level best with de-
termined efforts to work 
out for them. At the end, 
he again thanked the 
ABAD team and wish 
them great success in 
future too. 

Visit of Dignitaries

Visit of Waseem Akhtar, Mayor Karachi
at ABAD Expo

Mr. Waseem Akhtar 
Mayor Karachi also 
visited the event 
on its second day. 
Speaking on the 
occasion he first 
thanked the mem-
bers of ABAD for 
inviting him then 
appreciating the 
efforts of ABAD in 
the construction 
sector Mr. Waseem 
Akhter said that builders and developers have 
played pivotal role in making the city a beauti-
ful place to live. Highlighting the importance of 
exhibitions in the city he said that such events 
proved to be very ben-
eficial for the inhabi-
tants in all means. 

These knowledge shar-
ing platforms are very 
necessary in the cur-
rent age of techno-
logical advancement, 
he further said. He also 
assured his full coop-
eration to the builders’ 
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Fires can cause irreparable dangers cou-
pled with loss of lives 

We have been seeing that a small fire can grow 
into a deadly one within one or two minutes. So, 
to help prevent a tragedy we all should closely 
inspect our homes, factories and offices to elim-
inate potential hazards. We should also prepare 
the residents or workers for an emergency and 
teach them about the dangers of fire and how 
to escape.

It is said that cooking is the third leading cause 
of fire deaths and the leading cause of injury 
among people ages 35 and older, and mostly 
among women. Since an overwhelming num-
ber of fires occur in the home and different fac-
tories, therefore this piece of writing have ex-
plained some time-tested ways to prevent and 
survive the fire in homes and work places.

In order to protect oneself, it is important to un-
derstand the basic characteristics of fire.

•  Fire is Fast: In just two minutes, a fire can 
become life-threatening and within five to ten 
minutes, a residence can be engulfed in flames.

•  Fire is Dark: Fire produces gases that make 
the people disoriented and drowsy. Instead 
of being awakened by a fire, people may fall 
into a deeper sleep. Asphyxiation is the lead-
ing cause of fire deaths, exceeding burns by a 
three- to- one ratio.

•  Fire is Hot: Heat and smoke from fire can be 
more dangerous than the flames. Inhaling the 
super hot air can sear our lungs.

Here also mentioned some techniques to pro-
tect the people from dangerous affects of fire.  
Every office and factory should have at least 
one smoke alarm.

To have a smoke alarm is an inexpensive protec-
tion for all the people who can be affected by 

by: Engr. Kaleem-uz-Zaman
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fire. If it is possible then install a smoke alarm on 
every level of the office or factory. Test it month-
ly, keep it free of dust and replace the battery 
at least once a year. Smoke alarms themselves 
should be replaced after ten years of service, or 
as recommended by the manufacturer.

Prevent Electrical Fires

Never overload circuits or extension cords. Do 
not place cords and wires under rugs, over nails 
or in high traffic areas. Immediately shut off and 
unplug appliances that sputter, spark or emit 
an unusual smell. Have them professionally re-
paired or replaced.

Use Appliances Wisely

When using appliances we should follow the 
manufacturer’s safety precautions. Overheat-
ing, unusual smells, shorts and sparks are all 
warning signs that appliances need to be shut 
off, then replaced or repaired. Unplug appli-
ances when not in use. Use safety caps to cover 
all unused outlets, especially if there are small 
children in the home.

Make sure you have a safe fire escape 
method for all situations

One may have installed a very expensive secu-

rity system against fire, but if the people cannot 
escape the burning structure it means the own-
er has a false level of confidence.

Space Heaters Need Space

Keep portable and space heaters at least 3 
feet from anything that may burn. Never leave 
heaters on when leaving home or go to sleep. 
Children and pets should always be kept away 
from them.

Smokers Need To Be Extra Careful

Never smoke in bed or when you are sleepy. 
Carelessly discarded cigarettes are a leading 
cause of fire deaths in our country.

Careful Cooking

Keep cooking areas clear of combustibles and 
wear short or tight-fitting sleeves during cook-
ing. Keep the handles of the pots turned inward 

so they do not over-hang the stove. If grease 
catches fire, carefully slide a lid over the pan 
and smother the flames, then turn off the burner.

We have come across a number of news on 
daily basis related to fire eruption in homes and 
factories and also continuously experience the 
incidents of fire in our country. Most of them are 
due to the negligence of the owners and the 
workers and sometimes the households. Among 
all the two recent ones are discussed.
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According to statistics, the fire incidents kill 16,500 
people and leave 164,000 injured or disabled every 
year across the country but the government is yet to 
adopt a National Fire Safety Policy to control the 
situation. According to a policy draft, the fire inci-
dents or accidents cause property losses and insur-
ance claims worth Rs. 400 billion. The metropolises, 
including Islamabad, Rawalpindi, Lahore and Ka-
rachi have been witnessing fire incidents frequently 
but the basic factors mostly remain a secret or usu-
ally named as short-circuiting.

The country witnessed the worst fire incident in 
Karachi in the recent past that claimed around 
300 lives. The Federal Capital is also no excep-
tion as it had also experienced inferno incidents 
at Marriott Hotel, UBL Building and commercial 
plazas. According to experts, a National Fire 
Safety Policy and Emergency Response would 
help reduce the volume of losses to Rs 200 bil-
lion with two years of its implementation. 

Further the policy proposes a Judicial Commis-
sion of permanent nature and status to openly, 
fairly and honestly investigate the incidents and 
all other emergency incidents, involving loss 
of life and property. But unfortunately there is 
not any Fire and Safety Act in Pakistan. Neither, 
there is any clear policy or guidelines to avoid, 
prepare for or effectively avoid and respond 
to such emergencies, which often lead to total 
chaos, mismanagement and lack of coordina-
tion when struck by an incident or emergency.

Eliminate other potential hazards from 
homes and factories

 Keep matches, lighters and gasoline 
locked away and out of children’s reach. Keep 
flammable items such as clothing, furniture, 
newspapers or magazines away from the fire-
place, heater or radiator.

 Always turn heaters off when leaving the 
room or going to bed.

 Place covers over unused electrical outlets 
and avoids plugging several appliance cords 
into the same electrical socket.

 Replace old or frayed electrical wires and 
appliance cords, and keep them on top of, not 
beneath rugs. 

 Never leave a burning candle unattend-
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ed. Place candles in a safe location away from 
combustible materials and where children or 
pets cannot tip them over.

 Have chimneys cleaned and inspected 
once a year.

 Battery fires can be caused by faulty elec-
trical circuitry that may lead to short-circuit-
ing of the batteries. The high current drawn by 
faulty electrical circuitry can generate sufficient 
heat to ignite the devices or materials in close 
proximity to the devices.

 Rechargeable batteries that are left 
charging over long periods of time would re-
sult in overcharging. Overcharging can cause 
permanent damage to the battery and result in 
battery swelling. Older models of rechargeable 
batteries are not fitted with power cut-off sen-
sors to prevent overcharging which could lead 
to sparking off a fire. Such fires have the propen-
sity to spread easily, particularly when there are 

combustible materials around.

By applying the above mentioned precaution-
ary measures, one can keep the people safe 
from fire and its dangerous effects.
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The Association of Builders and Developers of 
Pakistan (ABAD), after federal capital Islam-
abad, has opened doors of low cost hous-

ing- ABAD Social Housing for people from lower 
strata of the society in Karachi. 

Chairman ABAD Mohsin Sheikhani, at the outset 
of 4th ABAD International Expo-2017 held in Kara-
chi from 12th to 14th August 2017 at Karachi Expo 
Center, announced to build 5000 (Five Thousand) 
Low Cost Housing Units on 120 square yards of 
land each costing PKR 1.5 million to PKR 2.1 mil-
lion in the first phase. He said that the scheme will 
be expanded during the course of time as ABAD 
has decided to build Social Housing at four loca-
tions of the mega city including Super Highway, 
Northern Bypass, National Highway and Hawks 

Bay. 

People from very low income can avail this op-
portunity to own their house- a lifetime dream of 
every person.

He informed that presently there is a consortium 
of 17 builders, who are providing their land for this 
low cost housing project. ABAD hopes that after 
the completion of pilot project of 5,000 houses, 
this consortium would be increased to some 50 
builders. 

ABAD has received around 50,000 (Fifty Thou-
sand) applications for the first phase of ABAD So-
cial Housing Scheme for Karachi.

by: Muhammad Habib Khokhar
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BACK GROUND OF ABAD SOCIAL HOUSING 
SCHEME

Housing is the need of every person of the world 
and it is also responsibility of the governments 
to provide housing to their subjects. Developed 
countries of the world have fulfilled this responsi-
bility directly investing public money or allowing 
special facilities to private sector for providing 
befitting housing to general public, who were 
otherwise unable to build their own homes. It is 
a matter of thought for us as under developed 
African countries including Ghana, Kenya, Nige-
ria and others have also undertaken working on 
affordable housing for their people from low-in-
come groups. Even our neighbouring country 
India has also constructed many colonies and 
high-rise buildings for this purpose and such proj-
ects are a continuing process in India to accom-
modate those people who cannot afford high 
priced houses.

Unfortunately, people of Pakistan are still de-
void of these facilities due to lack of planning 
and policy on the part of the government. The 
government of Pakistan has time and again an-
nounced low-cost housing projects but none of 
them could be realized due to so-called crunch 
of funds, discontinuation of policy and some-
times bureaucratic hurdles and if any project 
could be realized, deserving people had been 
ignored totally making whole project and the 
exercise futile.
Keeping these facts in view, the Association of 
Builders and Developers of Pakistan, to fulfill its 

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) towards 
fellow countrymen, has decided to build low-
cost housing for people from lower strata of the 
society all over Pakistan from the platform of the 
ABAD so that deserving people could live peace-
fully in their own dream homes and contribute to 
the national economy as peaceful and useful 
citizen of the country.

According to our calculation, the estimated cost 
of a 120 square yards home with the built up 
area of 400 or 600 square feet having two living 
rooms, two bathrooms, a kitchen and a veran-
dah comes to PKR 1.5 million to 2.1 million includ-
ing cost of construction and land. 

ABAD will not ask the government for any relax-
ation or land because land will be purchased by 
builders belonging to the ABAD. We just want a 
clear housing policy from the government and 
the Apex Court can direct the government to 
announce a viable and vibrant housing policy 
for low cost housing waving necessity of project 
approval and One Window System for all utilities.

ABAD Social Housing Scheme in Islamabad

During ABAD International Expo Islamabad, held 
in the month of March this year, the affordable 
and low cost housing scheme of ABAD in the 
capital city was announced for the people liv-
ing in and around the city. This announcement 
became so popular that more than 50 thousand 
applications were received by ABAD during the 
three-day event against announcement of 5000 
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thousand housing units. According to the plans, 
a 5 marla or 120 square yards of house will cost 
PKR 1.5 million to 1.9 million each. Most of the 
ground work to realize this scheme has been 
completed and the scheme will be announced 
very soon. 

Around 25 per cent of houses (1,250 units) of 120 
square yards will be sold on cash while rest of 
the 3750 units of same size will be given through 
balloting on easy installments in which HBFCL will 
finance 80 per cent of total cost of a unit.

Earlier, the ABAD has requested the government 
time and again for facilitations for low cost hous-
ing including allotment of government land for 
these projects, tax exemptions, free utility con-
nections like electricity, gas, water etc. 

But now ABAD has decided to go for solo flight to 
build low cost housing as its social responsibility.

WHY ABAD STRIVING FOR SOCIAL HOUSING?

The Association of Builders and Developers of 
Pakistan (ABAD), which is the sole representa-
tive body of almost 1000 (One Thousand) lead-
ing builders and developers, has always raised 
voice for affordable low-cost housing for those 
fellow brethren, who cannot afford high priced 
housing due to low income, thus rendering them 
to live in less developed areas or shanty town-
ships- known as Katchi Abadis or slums. 

The State Bank of Pakistan and the World Bank 
have confirmed recently that housing shortage 

in Pakistan has reached to 
12 million housing units and 
according to a conservative 
estimate almost 0.4 million 
housing units are added to 
this shortfall every year. On 
the other hand, private build-
ers and developers, most of 
them are affiliated with the 
ABAD, are constructing 0.15 
million housing units every 
year. 

Thus, Pakistan needs 12 million housing units built 
immediately to overcome the shortage of hous-
es. If we calculate this shortage in term of financ-
es with the minimum cost of PKR 1.5 million per 
unit, the total sum of construction roughly comes 
to PKR 18000 billion or 180 billion US dollar. And 
if taxes are counted with the conservative and 
flat rate of 10 percent, the amount comes to PKR 
1800 billion, which more than 30% of the federal 
budget of 2016-17. 

But, obviously, this is a giant task to complete in 
a year keeping in view the resources and man-
power available in Pakistan. So, if we spread 
out the figure of 12 million housing shortage on 
ten years, every year 1.2 million low cost hous-
es should be built costing PKR 1800 billion, which 
can contribute PKR 180 billion to the national 
exchequer. In a sense, the government is losing 
almost more than 30 percent of revenue every 
year in absence of regularization of the con-
struction industry through a vibrant policy.

ECONOMIC PROGRESS

The construction industry around the world is di-
rectly contributing a handsome percentage to 
the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and the con-
struction sector of Pakistan is contributing more 
than 2 percent to the GDP by creating thousands 
of jobs, selling new homes and supporting almost 
100 allied industries manufacturing dozens of con-
struction materials and providing jobs to other 
thousands of people through these industries.
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Thus the construction industry is the most import-
ant sector for the national economy in terms of 
providing shelter to fellow countrymen, generat-
ing handsome revenue for the government and 
providing jobs to thousands of highly skilled, skilled, 
semi-skilled and unskilled work force of Pakistan. 

According to a conservative estimate, the con-
struction industry of Pakistan is providing jobs to 
almost 1.2 million people annually through build-
ing 0.15 million housing units and projects. 

There are many factors severely limiting develop-
ment of a vibrant housing sector in the country. 
These include lack of effective institutional frame-
work, poor urban planning, absence of second-
ary mortgage market, high transaction costs of 
properties, unorganized real estate sector, in-
adequate property development framework, 
insufficient long term funding arrangements, 
and complex system of property titles and land 
registration and above all lack of policy for the 
regularization of important industries like cement, 
steel, tiles etc. 

ALLEVIATION OF KATCHI ABADIS

According to official data, more than 45 percent 
of total population of Pakistan is living in urban 
centers including Karachi, Lahore, Peshawar, Is-
lamabad, Faisalabad etc and more than 50 per-
cent of urban population is living in Katchi Aba-
dis.  Now the situation has reached at such an 
alarming state that even people from lower mid-
dle class are also forced to live in Katchi Abadis 
due to their inability to buy their homes in any 

good residential area.

These Katchi Abadis have created many so-
cio-economic problems because such shanty 
townships have no official basic amenities like 
gas, electricity, water, roads etc; however, they 
are getting all these amenities through certain 
mafia groups, who are inflicting huge revenue 
loses upon the government  and utility agencies. 
Above all these Katchi Abadis have become 
abode of criminals because security agencies 
have no access to these areas in absence of 
proper town planning and details of people re-
siding in these areas, thus creating law and order 
situation in urban areas. 

It is evident from the recent operation against 
criminals in Karachi, where security forces have 
found hardened criminals, terrorists and an-
ti-state elements operating their heinous net-
works without any fear of Law Enforcement 
Agencies (LEAs) in these Katchi Abadis or shanty 
townships.  

The ABAD has time and again sought attention 
of the government towards this menace and 
also presented proposals for building affordable 
and low-cost houses for citizens from low-income 
groups, who cannot afford costly houses. But, 
the government and relevant authorities have 
never paid heed to these proposals. 

Mohsin Sheikhani said that ABAD will spread its 
wings to other cities like Lahore, Peshawar, Quet-
ta and others after building ABAD Social Housing 
in Islamabad and Karachi.



47

S H E L T E RArticle

Fumigation is the process where a highly toxic 
Fumigant such as Methyl Bromide or Phosphine 
is used to eradicate pests and insect from prod-
ucts, produce or a location. The process in-
volves in fumigation is the complete covering 
or sealing of the product or item with canvas, 
having plastic sheets & taping to make it as air-
tight as possible. The fumigant gases are then 
released into the sealed area or compartment. 
The duration of exposure varies from 8 hours to 
48 hours, depending on the product to be fu-
migated and the type of fumigant used as per 
temperature & requirement.

Nowadays in our country, pest control services 
are becoming very popular. In any condition, 
people want to get rid of pests, because they 
are a serious threat to life if ignored. Since we all 
know that pests can be seen in offices, homes, 
schools, hospitals and even everywhere spe-
cially where there is lack to cleanliness. Howev-
er, if one wants of get rid of pests, then he can 
take help from any pest prevention technique, 
from pest control services and from fumigation.

Since all fumigants used for fumigation are high-

ly toxic and hazardous in nature; as such they 
are classified as restricted use pesticides by 
the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency), so 
a basic requirement is that personals that are 
trained should carry out all necessary opera-
tions regarding fumigation in different places.

Damages caused due to pests

Pests can cause serious damage to our health 
and can destroy our property too. Due to this, 
the builders and developers of our country are 
now taking necessary steps for controlling pests 
in their under construction projects and also in the 
already constructed buildings. Pests can cause 
damage to our assets and other valuable things. 
As they grow very fast, they have to be controlled 
in order to save our homes and work places. Pests 
such as rat, cockroaches, spiders, black and red 
ants and bed bugs are the major pests that can 
be disastrous to the health of our family.

Today we find a number of companies and 
other small/ big firms that adopt modern tech-

Importance of fumigation 
for buildings
Pests can cause damage to our property and other valuable things

by: Engr. Zaheer Qadri
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niques for controlling pests and restricting them 
from harming the residents and other persons 
who can be affected from them. They also pro-
vide important information to people for con-
trolling these pests in their homes and other 
places. They also spray insecticides and other 
solutions for reducing pests.

Some techniques for pests’ prevention

For eradicating these pests from our homes, we 
can use medicinal herbs such as mint, ginger, 
onion, butterfly bush, lemon grass and red ce-
dar. Or else, we can also take the help of chem-
ical solution to prevent the entry of these pests. 
Also, fill the small holes in the wall where the 
pests dwell.

Controlling pests in every sector is essential in or-
der to prevent any damage. Especially in the 
business sector, pests can be very harmful, as 
they can cause damage to the property and 
its premises. It is seen that some people are 
not taking necessary steps for controlling these 
pests in their residential areas and work places 
and as a result of which the effected people 
have to bear huge loses.

In different parts of the world and as well as in 
our country there are three components of pest 
prevention such as restriction, exclusion and 
destruction. With these three components, the 
pest control & pest management services help 
the commercial sectors. By adopting any one 

component, the builders and developers can 
prevent the entry of pests into the premises of 
their projects.

However, if we want to protect our house and 
property from pests, then we can take help 
from the companies that provide pest preven-
tion services. These companies provide infor-
mation to the individual regarding the types of 
pests and damage caused due to them.

Fumigation treatment service is very import-
ant for securing our useful things. With the help 
of this service, we can effectively protect our 
homes and especially wooden things which we 
have in our homes. These services can give to-
tal protection against all kinds of insects. In fact, 
we can also protect our godowns, cold storage 
and warehouse from the pests.

Sulphuryl fluoride has been developed as an 
effective fumigant for controlling dry wood ter-
mites. This gas has outstanding dispersion and 
penetrating qualities which permit it to infil-
trate termite tunnels and crevices and destroy 
the insects. Sulphuryl fluoride does not escape 
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through plastic sheets used in structural fumiga-
tion as rapidly as methyl bromide or other or-
ganic fumigants.

Speedy process

Fumigation is often the fastest method of con-
trolling pest infestation. Fumigants in gaseous 
form can typically reach pests in areas that 
sprays or powders cannot.

Contamination

Some fumigants, such as aluminum phosphide 
- which reacts quickly with moisture to produce 
toxic hydrogen phosphide gas but leaves no 
harmful residue - can be used safely on or near 
food commodities. Pesticides, on the other 
hand, may contaminate food.

Advantages of fumigation

•	 Fumigation is often the quickest way of 
controlling an infestation, saving time 
and money.

•	 Fumigants can reach where sprays, dusts, 
aerosols etc. cannot reach.

•	 Fumigants are used where standards call 
for “zero insect tolerance” in products or 
living environments.

•	 Fumigation can control at all stages of 
pests (i.e. eggs, larvae, pupae, adults 
and hidden insects).

•	 Fumigants being Gases, they diffuse 
through all parts of the structure or com-
modity and can reach to pests that 
could not be reached with conventional 
pest control materials or techniques for 
certain commodities, Fumigation is the 
only recommended practical way to 
control pests.

Fumigation and Pest Management 

Fumigation continues to play a valuable role in 
many pest control operations; however both 
the concepts and procedures for controlling 
insects and other organisms are changing. Fu-
migants have unique properties and capabili-
ties that permit use in numerous situations where 
other forms of control are not feasible or prac-
tical. A practical example is a warehouse. Fu-
migation and pest management takes care of 
insects and pests infestation and fumigants exist 
in gaseous and has sufficient concentration on 
intended insects and pests. 

The chemical insecticides and pesticides are 
made to penetrate into material and areas being 
fumigated and diffuse afterward, hence making 
our home or office congenial. The adaptability of 
fumigation technique, fumigants can often pro-
vide effective economical control where other 
forms of pest control are not feasible.
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The residential and commercial construction 
sectors involve the creation of facilities that 
are essentially structural in function. These 

facilities include the service utility systems neces-
sary to support the people who use them, includ-
ing power distribution, heating, ventilation, and 
lighting. By contrast, the industrial sector creates 
facilities incorporating industrial process systems 
and equipment designed to produce an end 
product, such as automobiles, textiles, chemi-
cals, refined metals, or electric power. The heavy 
civil sector encompasses major public works, in-
cluding dams, highways, airports, and water dis-
tribution and sewage facilities—in short, most of 
what we now call infrastructure.

Over the past decade, the impacts of tech-

nology on the construction sector have varied 
by the type of construction being performed, 
but in general, the changes have been large-
ly evolutionary. Today’s constructors have not 
come as far from the cathedral builders of the 
Middle Ages as today’s automakers have from 
the cart-wrights. In the future, however, there 
is a high potential for significant developments 
that will change the basic nature of construc-
tion. These developments will capitalize on ad-
vances already apparent in other sectors. They 
will be global in origin and in scope, with appli-
cations driven by both continued technological 
innovation and competitive pressures. They will 
include direct technological impacts on the per-
formance of specific construction activities and 
major changes in the manner of managing a 
construction business.

Most construction industry professionals acknowl-
edge that increased adoption of technology 
is in their future. Yet many still resist committing 
their time or money, and others invest periodical-
ly, hoping to see results by using tech for tech’s 
sake.

Improved project outcomes can only occur 
through understanding the most significant of the 

Technological Advancements are Transforming 
the Construction and Housing Industry 

by: Shahnawaz M. Khan
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individual applications and devices that are cur-
rently available, and realizing how those technol-
ogies are already synergistically working together 
and giving rise to emergent processes. These pro-
cesses will likely supplant many of the standalone 
systems that now dominate the tech landscape 
and will represent the new normal for project ex-
ecution in the not-so-distant future. While tech-
nology can improve the design and construction 
process, implementation of technology must be 
part of a broader strategic platform.

Many of today’s most popular software, technol-
ogies and devices have proven themselves thor-
oughly on large-scale building and infrastruc-
ture projects. According to the World Economic 
Forum, “Wherever the new technologies have 
properly permeated this fragmented industry, 
the outlook is an almost 20 percent reduction in 
total life cycle costs of a project, as well as sub-
stantial improvements in completion time, quali-
ty and safety.”

Here’s a look at a few technologies that are 
changing the game now, as well as paving the 
way for a more connected future.

Mobile Devices and Apps

Perhaps the most widely adopted of all new 
technologies are mobile devices. With their 

easy-to-use apps, they allow workers to access, 
document, share and edit important project in-
formation even while on the jobsite. Heavy-duty 
devices made specifically for field work feature 
rugged construction, screens that are better lit 
for viewing in bright daylight or poor weather 
conditions, and industry-specific components 
such as barcode scanners and radio-frequency 
identification readers (both of which can help 
track shipments, equipment and materials).

It’s widely believed that the future of mobile will 
be to dispense with devices entirely. Wearable 
gear probably represents the next “big thing,” a 
stopping point along the way as hardware de-
velopers pursue the elusive goal of achieving tru-
ly invisible ways to augment reality.

BIM

BIM is another widely implemented technolo-
gy. Recent versions incorporate an increasing 
amount of information into the model; for exam-
ple, pulling from historical or other databases to 
improve delivery of information on site condi-
tions, scheduling, etc. Advances in technology 
have enabled connecting BIM models to devic-
es in the field, where real-time sharing enhances 
productivity. It is also becoming more common 
for an expanding range of team members to 
have simultaneous access to a project BIM mod-
el, and for the BIM model to be a required deliv-
erable to the owner and operations team.

Moving forward, linking ever-greater data sets—
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and even unleashing the power of machine 
learning—will enable faster, real-time delivery of 
information through BIM.

Laser Scanning 

Laser scanning offers enormous efficiency when 
it comes to assessing sites or as-built conditions. 
Field measurements performed with laser scan-
ners capture very detailed geometric informa-
tion in the form of “point cloud” data – that is, a 
large set of points on a coordinate system. Laser 
scanners are incredibly accurate and thus show 
the true conditions of a space and/or facility. This 
can be particularly useful when analyzing poten-
tial clashes between exiting conditions and new 
building elements. The data can be fed into BIM 
or CAD files, leading to time and cost savings.

Future developments are likely to come in the 
form of faster data incorporation and more 
streamlining of the design-build process. In the 
past, it was a specialized and time-consuming 
task to import point cloud data into a building 
file. Recently, the task has become much faster 
and more accurate, but improved scanners and 
more seamless software interfacing should even-
tually make the process nearly automatic.

Drones – Unmanned Arial Vehicles 

Officially called unmanned aerial vehicles 

(UAVs), drones equipped with cameras have 
been in use for several years to collect infor-
mation in locations that are hard for humans to 
access. Captured images can support site as-
sessment and inspections, as well as augment a 
project team’s understanding of progress and 
as-built conditions. Drones also can be utilized 
to monitor logistics, deliveries and the workforce. 
Some companies are taking drone footage and 
converting it into 3-D pictures that can be com-
pared to architectural plans.

Expected improvements largely focus on ad-
vanced cameras and lenses that can capture 
better images, as well as enhanced commu-
nication—in real time—between drones and 
software on the receiving end. There is also the 
potential to utilize sensors for monitoring. And, of 
course, one low-tech issue is critical: rules, regu-
lations and controls (currently under the purview 
of the Federal Aviation Administration) must bal-
ance the needs of the industry with the needs of 
the public.

GPS Tracking

GPS tracking has been a boon for any compa-
ny that manages an equipment fleet. GPS hard-
ware installed in each vehicle communicates 
with a “home base” via satellite, enabling man-
agers to see where their vehicles are in real time.
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As with other technologies, future trends in GPS 
tracking likely involve greater interconnected-
ness with other systems. Fleet tracking software 
and telemetric systems can provide instant data 
about field conditions, as well as equipment 
conditions, and feeding that information into a 
central dashboard will improve operations.

3-D Printers and Robotics Constructors

Extruded concrete (including concrete compos-
ites), plastics and other materials are being used 
to create building components and even entire 
buildings. For example, the world’s first 3-D-print-
ed office was recently constructed in Dubai. Ro-
botic arms have been used in conjunction with 

3-D printers to print a variety of forms. Robots also 
are being used for demolition, to place bricks, ex-
cavate and do other tasks. Inventors are working 
on improving the agility and scalability of these 
activities.

Wearable Devices

The construction industry has tremendous poten-
tial for wearable devices, such as smart glass-
es and hardhats that can provide visualization, 
augmented and mixed reality. These visualiza-
tion tools can provide improvements in accura-
cy, efficiency and safety. Other wearables, such 
as technology-enhanced safety vests, smart 
watches and health trackers, are being utilized 
to monitor workers motions and movements to 
enhance safety, increase productivity and re-
duce risk.

Safety Equipment

A variety of new technologies are helping to im-
prove safety and health conditions on worksites. 
Advanced versions of traditional gear, including 
headsets, safety classes, and clothing, are now 
being made even safer, thanks to improved de-
signs and materials. They are helping to make 
safety and health regulations, which may have 
previously been overlooked more often, a part 
of standard procedures.

More advanced technologies like drone and 
stationary cameras are also helping to improve 
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safety. They not only help to monitor conditions 
on the worksite from new angles that would have 
previously been difficult to reach, but they can 
also help to prevent theft and security breaches

Computer-Aided Design

Computer-Aided Design, or CAD, now allows con-
tractors to start a job even before the plan is com-
pleted. This allows for construction projects to be-
gin faster, and of course, to get finished faster. The 
CAD system looks at possible issues that may arise, 
to help reduce errors, and can help to reduce 
errors, which means less time spend off-schedule 
and a reduced risk of going off-budget.

These technologies, though they are considered 
to be state-of-the-art at this time, will likely be 
changed or replaced in coming years, because 
new inventions are constantly being developed. 
The construction industry will always be chang-
ing, with exciting new developments constant-
ly changing the way that work gets completed 
and safety or health regulations are handled.

Big Data and Internet of Things (IoT)

A theme underlying all of the above technolo-
gies is the impending connection of many con-
struction activities that are currently soloed. So 
far, industry conversations about big data have 
centered on asset management. For example, 
sensors on buildings can collect hundreds of 
readings that help assess building performance, 
and historical data can be used to inform sched-
uling decisions. Contractors already are utilizing 
technology to monitor equipment usage, fuel us-
age and maintenance, and construction equip-

Article

ment manufacturers are investing more in intelli-
gent machines.

Building materials suppliers are leveraging the 
IoT for quality control, delivery and forecasting. 
But in the near future, big data is going to be-
come a fabric uniting and transforming other 
technologies. This is because cloud-based soft-
ware-as-a-service generates data patterns as a 
byproduct of their core tasks. The byproducts 
are known as data exhaust—but they are not 
mere pollution. For example, most people make 
use of sophisticated apps that display real-time 
traffic conditions by crowd-sourcing data from 
cell phone signals and sensors on vehicles and 
roadways. A similar type of data analysis will be 
used on the construction site to assess real-time 
conditions there. Data exhaust can be used to 
improve construction activities ranging from 
supply chains to safety. Experts anticipate a 
move away from proprietary products and to-
ward open source software to support this con-
nectedness. In addition, data from the IoT can 
feed into business intelligence tools and enter-
prise resource planning systems to help compa-
nies better monitor and manage their business.

Put together, trend-spotters are painting a pic-
ture of a future that might involve BIM models 
digesting information sent via drone and then 
directing a “printed” solution, all within a short 
period of time. A variety of research supports 
the notion that digitization and connectedness 
will change the way work gets done while im-
proving the bottom line. Notably, the Boston 
Consulting Group says, “full-scale digitalization 
will lead to huge annual global cost savings. For 
nonresidential construction, those savings will 
be $0.7 trillion to $1.2 trillion (13 to 21 percent) in 
the design and E&C phases, and $0.3 trillion to 
$0.5 trillion (10 to 17 percent) in the operations 
phase.”

Doing so will not only provide the best end prod-
uct on current projects, but also will ease the 
transition into a more connected and automat-
ed future.
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Zaman & Sons Associates 
Builders & Developers

Zaman & Sons Associates Builders and De-
velopers is a newly registered firm at ABAD. 
The company has completed many famous 
projects in different areas of Karachi with 
its sister companies named, Fatima Heights, 
Al-Karim Heights, Hira Apartment and 
Hira Corner. Among the new projects Hira 
Terrace, Madina Corner, Madina Classic 
and Zohra Homes are very famous for their 
unique construction.

It is a Proprietorship firm and Muhammad 
Iqbal is its Proprietor.

Marvel Builders & Developers

Marvel Builders and Developers is newly 
registered company at ABAD. We wish 
them a great future ahead with pure dedica-
tion and client satisfaction.

It is a Partnership firm and Mr. Lachman 
Das and Mr. Dayal Das are its Partners.

M. M. Enterprises

M. M Enterprises is an old firm and formed 
4 years back. Newly registered at ABAD but 
having some completed projects in different 
areas of city like M. M Tower and M. M. 
Center. The company is striving to provide 
best housing facilities to its clients with one 
running project named M. M Icon Tower 
and different other projects in the pipeline.

It is a Proprietorship firm and Muhammad 
Kashif is its Proprietor.

Dayal Das

Muhammad Iqbal

Muhammad Kashif

ABAD Welcomes New Members
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New Memberships

Al-Rehman Holdings

Al-Rehman Holdings is a newly registered 
firm at ABAD and hasn’t started its portfolio 
in construction industry. It is striving to 
serve the construction industry by provid-
ing best quality construction with client 
satisfaction. We hope that the company also 
proved to be very beneficial in future for its 
clients.  
 
It is a Partnership firm and Mr. Farigh 
Nadeem, Mrs. Faryal Nadeem, Ms. Maham 
Nadeem and Mr. Rahimeen Nadeem are its 
Partners.

T. Z. Construction

T. Z. construction is a newly registered firm 
at ABAD and is not having any running 
project. We wish them a good future and 
hope they always keep the name of ABAD at 
high place.

It is a Partnership firm and Mr. Babar Hus-
sain Efendi, Mr. Tariq kamal Talpur, Syed 
Kaleem Haider Zaidi, Mr. Bashir Ahmed 
Sheikh and Mr. Zaib Humayun are its 
Partners.

H. G Builder and Developers

H. G Builders and Developers is a newly 
registered firm at ABAD. The company is 
formed in the year 2017 and having only 
one running project in Hyderabad named 
Hero Tower. The company is trying to 
build a reputation in the field of building 
construction by providing state of the art 
construction.

It is a Partnership firm and Mrs. Shaista 
Asad Barkat, Mrs. Kulsoom Barkat and Mr. 
Asad Ullah Barkat are its Partners.

Farigh Nadeem

Shaista Asad

Tariq Kamal Talpur

Asad Ullah Barkat

Babar Hussain
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