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I AnAn urges govt to make Gwadar a tax-free smart city
,_
I w tat<e1111.ne,$at.^T9,.I":i,:.-'9p:,P 

H1,",.91.^::,llP^l'l; .I:i-,11'**].::loperationalise Gwadar, the polt city fully developed at that time, Pakistan

I(ARACHI The Association of Builders witl fail to deliver the results the nation cotrld today have e4ioyed siuooth cargo

and Developers (ABAD) has called for urgently needs. acces.s to China ar-rd Centoal Asi4 creat-

the immediate activation of Gwadar, 
-Bakshi 

stressed that Gwadar could ing new expolt opporturities," he said.

the use of China-Pakistan Economic be a game-changer for Pakistan if its The biggest obstacle, accordingto
Corridor (CPEC) funding to declare develbpment is ueated as a national Bakshi, remains securiry' "Hostile ele-

it a ta-x-free zone and smart city, res- priority. "Just as marly countries run ments are conspiring to keep Gwadar

toration of law and order, and greater their economies on tourism, Gwadar non-furctional. While our arrrted forces

inclusion of the local populatlon in canalsotransformPakistan'sfortrures, sacrifice their lives daily, the govem-

development projects. pro'uided it receives the attention it ment must also invest in the local pop-

"Gwadar i. a"sor."e of Pakistan's deserves," he said. ulation and resolve their issues so that

grouth and prosperity that has unfor- He noted that while China pledged they themselves become stal<eholders

frrrrut.ly not been fuly utilised," ABAD $45 billion in investment rurder CPEC in in protecting the ci1,v," he said"

Chairpirson Hasan Bakshi said at 20l4,Gwadarreceivedonly$800million, He also questionecl the continued

a preis conference on Tuesday. He with most flrnds diverted to the power

wirned that unless the government sector, particularly independent power Continued on page ll

ABAD
{i*ntinre$ {r*m Stag* I

'lciri; i:i tii;ikill (]i:,;;i1;:;1 -; ;1,r.
'il|l)!.i1 rj\,'!:lilol, rl il i:.. tr.-
r. ;tr ir 'l-:1lrr i;r,, .r,r' j *..t 1,,.

at lrasi dr-rtrir.:ii ri' 1 i ir'lils shr ;r.t I ii
irq8ir r t;t t.rrr 1 i-hl, L.jl-t':: i",.rla1 ln,r r

a,rli llitt'ari 1l|e,;irri1. ' i;1. 11,11-

gitsir.,tl.

ll*kshi unriei iili'ri ririai
irii:tii i:oltri*:niii,..'t llrrsl i--e :ii
ti;, i.,;r;1 ,i'i, .,;,.-,,,,,. li,,
tir:Sr'alr i i'l-'tiltr il l;rt &li ti9:t
,:,t. - ,,t . ,r ill ,.. ,\, t . \ i
' ir r,,i l\' ,.. . l'*1 - ;,.,; i;1 I, ;...
ti,,-. t: :i-lsr I I le,tt r,: ;,lli-':: iObS Alirl
!i'ie11gih'lrS Ilie i.t'1 ,1lrr1'ri\' 'lltp
r-:- t;, .rill ;r.,l.-,\",i:r
tlrP l,,, a1r |,111 1,;,1,,,'1,;l;6,rj:p1-
.':qn il', -:ot. siror:l,l alr,, l',
ii-ek:r.rnreri, ' he said,

lle rrilrned that l;uilriers ship documents," he said. i
l
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- .'.-:;r;{iiida;i

ABAD demands govt make
Gwadar'operational' '

.. RECORDERREPORT
KARACHI: ThC

Association of Builders and

Developers (ABAD) on
Tuesday demandcd the gov-

errfilent make Gwadar oPer-

ational withottt further delaY

and declare it as a tax-free
zone and a smart citv under
CPEC tunding.

Speakrng at a press confer-

ence at ABAD House
Karachi, ABAD Chairman
Hasan Bakhshi emPhasised

that Gwadar rePresents the

*.ey to Pakistan's progress

dnd prosperity but warned
that expected benefits have

not materialised desPite Years
of invesbnent. I{e cautioned
ftrat without immediate and

effective govemment action,

the city wiil hil to delivfl the
results Pakistan urgentlY
needs.

Hasan said that the missed

opportunities stemming fom
the original CPEC invest-
menl noting tlat while China

committetl USD 45 billion to

thc corridor in 2014, Gwadar
received only USD 800 mil-
lion with the majoritY of
funds directed toward the
power sector and
Independent Power
Producers.

He argued that had Gwadar
been fuily develoPed at that

time. Pakistan would todaY

enjoy easy cargo access to
China and Central Asian
slates, wilh exports multiPlied
sigrificantly.

The ABAD chairman
identified security concems
as the primary obstacle to
Gwadar's dcvclopment, stat-

ing that hostile elements are

conspiring to keeP the Port
non-functionai. While
acknowiedging the dailY
sacrifices of armed forces.
he stressed that the govem-
ment must also invest in
local communities and
resolve their issues to ensure

residents become guardians

of their own city.
Hasan suggested that

domestic flights should
commence immediatelY to
end the city's isolation and

facilitate investor access,
even if international flights
remain temporarilY unfeasi-

ble. He emphasised that
Cwadar's devclopment can-

not be seParated from the

advancement of its local
population and called for an

end to misconcePtions about
foreign investment disPlac-
ing local interests.

The association leadershiP

iriticized all political Parties
for coltective failure on the

Gwadar issue, arguing that
Pakistan could have become

a transit hub comParable to
the UAE or SingaPore.

Hasan specifically target-

ed Federal Planning
Minister Ahsan Iqbal,
claiming he has delivered
only speeches about Gwadar
without,implementing Prac-
tical mcasures. 
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Karachi: Chairman
phota with Gwadar

Association of Builder and Developer IIasan
Real estate investors after the press conference on

held at ABAD house, Karachi.
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