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Karachi, Wednesday 9 July 2025, 13 Muharram 1447.

PR B

Unsafe buildings

ABAD underscores need for

' RECORDER REPORT
KARACHI: The
"Association of Builders and
i pevelopers (ABAD) has {.
' demanded for immediate leg- |
“islative action and compre- |
hensive reforms to address the
. growing crisis of unsafe
+ buildings in Karachi follow-
ing the recent tragic collapse
~of a five-story building in
Lyari. .
. Speaking at a press confer- [
ence held at ABAD House

. ? . I

R e T

i Isaid that the competent
- authority should take i -

ate legislative action and
, comprehensive reforms to

comprehensive reforms

unsafe buildings in Karachi to

ing collapse in the city.

Vice Chairman Syed Afzal observed.
Hameed, Vice Chairman

e R e U MBS e S e .

,deaths over tp i
" the past few thecity.
years, attributing these The

i

L]

; greed, and negligence,”

1: ‘cﬂticlsed '.hc S- "

+ ment for failing :g‘{:é’“@m- PAK),"” he urged.
'R

/

disturbing patte

address the growing crisis of KARACHI: Builders and Developers (ABAD) chairman M
o Mﬂnirz;fgn:eat,\mpﬁfwu. hm:m Tuesday—Recorder photo i
avert tragic incidents of build- property owners deliberately
; S wait for buildings to collapse
~ Bakhshi along with Senior to claim plot ownership was

e, He requested the Sindh
Eael:;qiq;mhas and other said that - government to find solutions
'incident Withessed 12such for approximately 700 identi-

§ resulting in 150 fied unsafe buildings across

A8 u “These buildings should be
agedies to corruption, inspected with mg:assistance
Th X . of National Engineering P
1€ ABAD chairman alsp Services Pakistan (NES-

er legislation regarding dilan: ABAD chairman also £
dﬁt;?sbuit]lgi?, ing dilapi- pointed out the widespread

adding that a illegal construction in the
rn where city, where additional floors

fuhammad Hassan Bakhshi add

are being added to existing Rs2.5 million.
structures without proper  The chairman ABAD ﬁ;lf-
authorisation. ther revealed that over the

i . o< out past seven years, authorities
These constructions put pas vl Y, (DA have

X d erty at like o
I?ilslll:,!’litl:lgzijnang ;c{’igied{lml collected over Rs 25 py

such buildings typically have mﬁ“e never been deliv-

a lifespan of only 15-20 years-
Bmi allcgcd o loea) ml;ie:lglmiim:lrlgbosed that
administration, police, and D could construt dilapi

“‘i:e";?n“ ﬂi:;ﬂ;og:;l ﬁ:g:s: dated buildings withtznblfl(i]{}
cl 1 is

while vulnerable populations ?“0%9’090 houses if requested
are forced to livein these T e Sindh govemmetnlt(;
eTous Structurcs. sl ggcsung the go\fcml'll?n
Hccurrgfsdelggrﬁ;ﬁ?ﬂ?; collab"_fa‘if‘d‘rii‘h Chu.]esc
L?,Q'Lm from Rs 1 million © companics

 —

for residential scherges |
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ABAD slams Sindh govt over Karachi housing
@ Crisis, offers to rebuild 700 dangerous buildings

m

CHL Chairperson of the
Associatlonotnuﬂdexs and
Developers (ABAD) Moham-
mad Hassan Bakhshi has crit-
 lcised the Sindh government
| -forits lack of interest in devel-

| -oping a master plan for Kara-
\ chi, waming that dangerously
¢ dilapidated buildings across
* the city pose a constant threat
to life and property.
| Speaking at a press con-
| ference at the ABAD House,
i flanked by Senior Vice Chair-
| man Syed Afzal Vice

collapse in Lyari, demandmg
the inclusion of private sec-
tor representatives to ensure
transparency and accounta-
bility. “ABAD must be part of
the committee investigating
the Lyari Baghdadi tragedy so
those responsible can be held
accountable,” he said.
Bakhshi revealed that

there are approximately 700"

buildings in Karachi that are
structurally unsafe, along-
side millions of illegally con-
structed structures built using
substandard materials, “Over
the past five years, 150 lives

Chairman Tariq Aziz and Sufi- have been lost due to col-
'yan Adhiya, Bakhshi urged lapses of such illegal buildings

Sindh Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah to launch a
! housing scheme in the prov-
ince similar to the initiative
introduced by CM Punjab
Maryam Nawaz.
He rejected the govern-
ment-formed inquiry commit-
tee probing the recent building

- casualties driven by corrup-

tion, greed and govemment_
* cials involved in illegal con-

apathy,” he said.
He announced ABAD'
to reconstruct the

willingness
700 hazardous buildings and

called for compensation of
Rs2.5 million for each person
killed in the Lyari incident;

and Rsl million for each dis-
laced family.

Highlighting systemic fail-
ures, Bakhshi said illegal build-
ings are often constructed
with unauthorised additional
floors and foundations meant
to last only 15 to 20 years.

' “These constructions involve

the complicity of local admin-
istration, police and other
authorities, while citizens,
unable to afford better hous-
ing, are forced to live in such
unsafe conditions,” he said.
“If a major earthquake
hits Karachi, thousands of
such buildings could collapse,
resulting in mass casualties,”
he warned. He demanded
that both builders and offi-

structions be charged under
anti-terrorism laws.
Criticising the Sindh gov-
emment’s legislative inaction
on hazardous structures,
Bakhshi urged the authori-

ties to conduct an immediate
survey of unsafe buildings
with the help of credible insti-
tutions like NESPAK or the
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA). He
named areas including Delhi
Colony, Liaquatabad and Lyari
as especially vulnerable,

“If the Sindh government
grants us permission, ABAD
is ready to rebuild all these
structures within 700 days,”
he pledged.

Bakhshi also pointed out
that agencies such as the
Malir Development Author-
ity (MDA) and the LDA have
collected over Rs25 billion
under the pretext of launch-
ing residential schemes, yet
have failed to complete a'sin-
gle project. He reiterated his
call for the CM to replicate
Punjab's housing model in
Sindh, warning that the grow-
ing housing shortage is being
exploited by mafias.

ABAD, he said, is fully pre-
pared to build 100,000 homes
if assigned the task, and is
willing to collaborate with/
Chinese firms to meet the tar-
get if necessary.

Hameed termed the Lyan
Baghdadl tragedy “extremely’
tragic” and criticised the lack|
of government presence and
preparedness at the collapse
site. “There was no lighting,!
no machinery, and no govern-!
ment representative present. |
We were told that evacuation|
notices had been issued —
what actions followed those |
warnings?” he asked.

Meanwhile, Sufiyan
Adhiya, convener of ABAD's
suhcommittee on the Sindh
Building Control Authori
(SBCA), said that the organi-
sation had provided detailed
recommendations to the
government to prevent illegal
construction, but these were
ignored. T
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Govt ignored ABAD's wammgs on illegal constructions: Suffian Adhia
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