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Ii{RACHI: The Association
of Builders and Der-elopels
of Pakistan (ABADt has
called for the immediate op-
erationalisation oI the Spe-
cial Economic Zone (SEZ
in Grtadar. urging the go\ -

ernment to gradually relo-
cate Chinese industries to
the port city to transform it
into a gateway for regional
trade.

.{BAD Chairperson Has-
san Bakhshi said the move
rr ould significarrlly increase
Pakistan's expods to Kaza-

ABAD...
0wtinaed lron page I

relocation of industries, im-
proved infra.structure and in-
vestor-friendly policies.

BaklsNsaidtheffue meas
ure of Gwadar's development
should be the prosperify of its
local population. He urged the
govemment to ensure tiut local
residents were givenprioriry in
all development projects, with
greater employment opportuni-
ties for young,people, modern
vocational training and easier
access to financing and busi- 

,

ness facilities. He said local
communities shouJd become 

I

active participants in t}re devel- 
|

opment process rather than
meleryectators.

Higt@ting Balochistan's
vast natual resources and po
tential in tourisn\ fisheries and
invesfinenl Baldshi said these
sectors remained large$ under-
utilised. He calied on the gov-
ernment to provide interest-
free loam to fishermen to help
modernise their boats, adopt
dv&ced technologr and in-
ciease seafood exports in line
$iith.intemational standards.

He said the immediate acti-
vation of the SEZ would help
restore investor confi dence and
encourage the establishment of
new:indusilies. He also urged
the govemment to improve do
megtic and international air
ct*Inectivitv to Gwadar to surr

Ttre ABAD chairperson flr-l
ther called for the Gwadar De I

velopment Authority (GDA) m I

be granted financial autonomy I

and greater powers to imple- 
|

ment development projects 
I

more effectively. He urged the 
I

federal government to direcfly I

fund mqjor development 
I

schemesin the city. 
I

Baldshi also proposed that I

the chief minister of Balochis" 
I

tan, accompanied by the chief 
I

secretaxy, visit Gwadar every I

month to review development 
I

projects and address issues 
I

facedbylocalresidents. 
I

He said that with coordi- |

ruted plaruring, srong politicd 
I

commitnen i, and close collabo 
I

ration betw",",n the govemment 
I

and the prhate sector, Gwadar 
I

could emerge as a leading re- |

gional centre for trade, indus- |

try, inveffinent and exports. 
I

Such progress, he added, I

will generate significant bene- |

flts for Pakistan's economy. em- |

ABAD urges immediate
activation of Gwadar SEZ

khstan, Uzbekisian. Kyr-
gyzstan and other Central
-\sian countries.

He made the remarks at
a press confelence in
Gri.adar alongside ABAD
Senior Vice Chairman Syed
-\fzal Hameed, former
-\BAD Chairman Junaid
Aslrlal Taloo, and .\BAD
Grradar Sub-Committee
Convener Affan Qureshi.

Bakhshi said Gwadar
should nol remain merely a
seaport but should be de-
reloped into a nrodern in-
dustrial, commercial and
exporl hub through immedi-

ate and practical measures. l

Responding to a ques
tion, he said Gwadar repre-
sented Pakistan's future
and, if developed in the ]

right direction, could trans-'
form not only Balochistan's
economy but also that of
the entire country. He noted
thal lhe city's strategic loca-
tion and deep-sea port
made it ideally suited for in-
ternational trade.

However, he stressed
that realising Gwadar's full
potential would require the

Continued on page ll
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