Chairnian ABAD Mohammuaed Hassan Bakshi add

Sindh Building Control Au-
thority  (SBCA) has  an-
nounced  plans 10 fully
automate its building ap-

proval system as part of
broader efforts to modernize

improve  trans-
and support the
construction sector, while in
dustry representatives han

called for urgent refonms Io
curb illegal  construction
across Karachi, Speaking at
i ceremony held at ABAD
House, SBCA Director Gen-
cral Dr. Wascem Shamshad
said the authority was estab-
lished 1o facilitate builders
and promote
the ¢

struction indus sy,

the growth of

ministration is lmpkmf‘m mng
practical measures o mod-
ermize the approval process,
with the transition to a fully
automated system among its
top prioritics. Dr. Shamshad
said challans, fee payments,
work certificates, and other
approval  procedures  are
being shified 10 an auto-
muled platforn to reduce de-
lays and improve efficiency
He added that SBCA also
plans to introduce a post-in-
spection system for buildi r‘;
maintenance, while future
regulations will be dm'ci~
oped in consultation with
stakeholders  to ensure
greater fransparency and -
dustry participation, He reit-

erated that the authority
would continue o enforce a
zeTo-tolerance p(\hu against
llegal construction. At the
same time, he said approval
procedures would be simpli-

fied under the government's
Ease of Doing Business ini-
tiative to encourage invest-
ment  and  support  the
expansion of the construc-
tion industry,

The SBCA chief also
noted  that obtaining  fire
safety certificates from the
Karachi Me tropolitan Cor-
gwm!ion (KW("J emd R{*«Lm

wq ucm}nt fm &wmlduw Ph

id the authority is working
on measures 10 make that
process more convenient and

elficient,  Ad¢ irewmg the
gathering,  Association of
Builders and Dcwlnp@:u of
Pakistan (ABAD) Chairman
‘\’Iull,mmud Hassan Bukshi
emphasized the need for
comprehensive reforms, dig-
italization, and sis nphhumon
of SBCA's a }pm»‘xl Sys
He warned that Ki!"*“
has become "a jungle of ille-
gal constructions,” saying the
unchecked growth ol unau-
thorized buildi fings could lead
0 a major disaster if correc-
tive measures are not taken,
Bakshi argued that simplify-
ing the project approval
process Is essential to dis-
courage ilegal construction
and gwo mote  compliance
with building wwuhxlmm He

dressing a press conference. PO Photo by Mubammad Noman

urges reforms as S
piedges digital overhau

alleged that officials from
refevant government depart-
ments are also involved
facilitating illegal construe-
tion activities, while law-
abiding builders face lengthy
prmuiu res 100 secure
provals. According to |
shi, builders who  follow
legal requirements strugg
to obtain approvals for even
S0 projects  annually,
whereas thousands of unag-
thorized buildings continue
to emerge without effective
enforcement.

He o said the  existing
table-to-table approval sys-
tem creates unnecessary hur-
dles  and highlighted
digitalization as an immedi-

ate necessity,
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