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ABAD welcomes eourt
decision on commerciaHsation

of residential plots
-ry-our corcsponilmi-

IGRACHI Chairperson of the
Association of Builders and
Developers (ABAD) Muharn-
mad Hassan Bakhshi has wel-
comed the Federal Constitu-
tional Court's decision to lift
the ban on the conversion of
residential plots for cofiImer-
cial use.

Bakhshi described the
decision as a significant
development for the con-
struction industry, urban

I planning and the economy
and added thal, unlike in
other cities in Pakistan, the
suspenslon of legal com-
mercialisation of residential
plots in Karachi had allowed
illegal operators to remain
active. He said the prolonged
uncertainty had dan.raged
the construction sector and
weakened investors' confi-
dence.

He noted that the case
relating to the legal com-
mercialisation of residential
plots had remained pending
in court since 2019 and that
the verdict was finally issued
in 2026 aiter seven years.

According to him, timelY
judicial decisions help eco-
nomic activity continue
smoottily and prevent unnec-
essary obstacles to invest-
ment. He added that delayed
judgments adversely affect
business activity and leave
citizens facing prolonged
uncefiainty.

Bakhshi clarified that
ABAD firmly believes the

commercial conversion of
parks, mosques, hospitals
and other amenity Plots
should not be permitted
under any circumstances,
as such a.reas are designated
for public welfare and com-
muniff services.

He added that balanced
urban development cannot
be achieved without protect-
ing civic amenities.

The ABAD chairperson
further said that various
cases in Karachi relating to
law-and-order issues and
illegal constructions had
continued to face repeated
fitings of Civil Miscellaneous
Applications ICMAs t. result-
ing in prolonged uncertainty
for citizens and investors.

He said the situation had
also adversely affected con-
struction activiff and devel-
opment projecs in the cirY.

Bakhshi said the recent
Federal Constitutional
Court ruling had restored
the judicial process, calling
it a positive develoPment.
He expressed hope that the
decision would support legal
construction activities and
urban planning in Karachi
while helping restore inves-
tors' confrdence.

He added that ABAD
congratulated its members
on the court's decision and
erpected matters relating to
the construction sector to
proceed in accordance with
laws and regulations to suP-
port Karachi's sustainable
and organised development.
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ABAI) hails FFC,s
ruling on lifting
conversion ban

RECORDERREPORT
KAR{CHI: .A.ssociation

ol' Builders and Developers
(ABAD) has warmly wel
corncd the Federal

plots to commercial use,
cailing it a watershed
lnomcnt lor Karachi's con-
struction industry, urban
plarrning landscapc. and
hroadcr cconomic outlook.

cles," the ABAD chairman
said, adding thar delaycd
judgmcnts adversely affect
business and leavc iiti."n,
mired in prolonged uncer-
tainty.

Bakhshi drew a clear line
around the scope ofthe nrl-
ing, salng that ABAD firm-
ly opposed any commercial
conversion of parks,
mosques, hospitals, or other
amenity plots designated for
public rvelfare and commu-
nity services.

The chairman also pointert
to a broader panem of legal
complications that has ham-
pered Karachi's develop-
ment. Ongoing filings of
Civil Miscellaneous
Applications (CMAs) in
cases related to law-and-
order issues and iliegal con-
structions, he said, had suh
jected citizens and investors
alike to years of difficulty
and uncertainty, severely
hampering construction
activities and stifling devel-
opment projects.

With the court's ruling
now in place, Bakhshi
expressed optimism that the
judicial proceiss had been
restored on a sound footinp
and hoped ttre u.rOi.t *oui8
revitalize legal construction
activity, bring greater order
to urban planning in
Karachi. and send a posirive
signal to the investment

Conytiqgqlo;ral ('ourt's 
"ry!!ng1ifling dre long-sranding ban

bir'convertirr g residential

ABAD Chainnan
Muhrrrrmatl I lassan Ba]<hshi
said thc vcrdict brings an
cnd to ycars ol'crippling
unccrtaintv that had driven
illcgal activity and sralled
legitimatc development
across the city.

"Unlike other cities of
Pakistan. the suspension ol
Iegal conrnercialisation ol
residenrial plors in Karachi
had alloucd rhe illegal plor
rnalla to remain conlinuous-
ly active," Uakhshi said.

Thc case, which had been
pcnding in court since 2019.
was tinally resolved in2AZ6, a
wait ofnearly seven yean that
Bakhshi said had inllicted
considerable darnage on the
consmtction seL.tor and under-
mined investor confidence,

"ll court decisions are
made promptly, the coun
try's cconomic wheel con-
tinue: to nto!c smoothly.
and inieshnent activitics clo
not lacc unncccssary obsta-
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